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DANGER | 
"OF THE 


0 hurcb- Ei abliſhment, &c. 


CHAP. 1. 


Wherein the Author modeſtly Vindicates himſelf 
fron the Charge of Sedition. 
Worſpipful STR, 

E Indignation with which 

BIS you were lately pleaſed to In- 
rn againſt the Aut har f the 

AB Scourge, at the King's-Bench 
Bar, has been the Occaſion of 

the Trouble this very long Let- 
ter may give you; which, I 
flatter my ſelf, you would do me the Honour 


once to look over, if I could hope that any thing 
* AJ oi , from 


reſpected. 


Age, God knows, lie inſupportably heavy up- 


nour upon Earth. 


2 The DANGER of the , 
from a Private Hand had Poyer to arreſt 
your T houghts from the Affairs of the Publick 
eal, or from thoſe Profound Speculations in 
Policy and Government, which haye been al- 
ways the Diſtinctien of your Shinng Chara- 
cter, and will make your Memory for ever 


It is impoſſible, Worſhipful Sir, but you 
muſt have been told, that the Weekly Per for- 

mance you were pleas d to Preſent, was written 
by a Clergyman of the Church of England ; and | 
I modeſtly uſe this Opportunity, to aſſure you 
that the Report was, in ſome meaſure, certain; 
and tho' I abhor to Swagger under the Um- 
brage of that Illaſtrious Title, yet Pardon me 
for Glorying in it. But concern d am I, and 
it would be the great Misfortune of my Life, 
if the Sacred Reputation of the Prieſthood 
ſhould receive a Blemiſh from any Deportment 
of mine ; if I ſhould add to that horrible load 
of Infamy and Scandal, which, in the preſent 


on the Holy Order, or ſhould contribute to 
expoſe that Divine Profeſſion, when it has been 
the utmoſt of my Care to wipe off tho 
Blaſphemous Aſperſions of the Diſſenter an 
the Infidel, that are receiv'd with fo muck 
Applauſe by Perſons of Wild and Unfan&+ 
fy'd Principles, and muſt inevitably; termi 
nate (if God never inter poſes) iu the utter 
Extirpation of all Religion and Moral Ho- 


And yet, Worſhipful Sir, thus Pro 

hus Belberate muſt have been the pee 

y Writings, thus muſt I have renounc d the 
® ligation of my own Orders, if I deſervd 


ny ſelf the Guilt of that dreadful Charge of 
Blaſphemy and Sedition, of being a Libeller, 
n Incendiary, an Embroiler of the Nation, 
hich were the Hard Words that, I am inform- 
d, ſo ornamentally follow'd the Preſentment, 
d ſo importunately demanded a Proſecution. 
or the ſake therefore of the Church of England, 


Y 


ices I delight to ſerve, for the SatisfaQibn of 
Y Friends, and the Conviction of my Ene- 
es, and to relieve my own Character, how 
orthleſs ſoever, 1 ſhall take upon me, with 
imaginable Deference to my  Superiors, to 
fend my felf againſt theſe reproachful Impu- 
tions; and I chuſe, under your great Name, 


17 give a Teſtimony how much I think my 
Af obliged to mollifie the Reſentment of a 
entleman, whoſe Zeal has been ſo remarkably 
tive againſt me; and whoſe Knowledge in 
e Nature of Religion and Loyalty, and in 
2 Conſtitution of the Church of England, 
duld, if any thing could diſturb the Serenity 
a. good Conſcience, make a very Innocent 
noſt ſuſpe& himſelf Guilty. 


B 2 And, 


Charch-Eftabliſbment, zee 3 


uftly the Cenſures of ſo Weighty a Body as 
hat Honourable Grand- Fury ; if I felt within 


to which I was Baptized, and in whoſe 


introduce my ſelf to the World, that I 


a 


— 


* 
% 


And, pardon me, Sir, when I declare with 
Potty, after the ſtricteſt Scrutiny into the 


to my own Conſcience acquit my ſelf of thoſe 


+ juſtly conſiſtent with the Piety of a good Chri 
a 8 


Honour and Juſtice of the Adminiftratior 


| The DANGRA of the 


receſſes Fon Mind, That how ſevere ſoeve 


Jay be the Conſtruction of my Defigns, I can 


rnicious Cones that ſome have con- 
ir'd to extort from the Animadverſions I de 
Iwer'd to the Publick ; neither can I poſſibly 
charge my ſelf with any Views, thro the whol: 
Courſe of that Undertaking, but what wer: 


ſtian, and the Loyalty of a Subject | 
More inſupportable therefore to me muſt by 
the Reflexion, to confider, that what was {@ 
ni 9 propos'd to advance the Cauſe off 
God and Virtue, to defend the Glorious Eſta 
bliſhment of my Country, and to aſſert thi 


ſhould unfortunately labour under the Diſgrac 
pf Faction, Rebellion and Blaſphemy z an 
that there ſhould be ſo wide a Difference be 
tween the Cauſe and the Effect, as to lay n 
bpen to a Proſecution from thoſe Laws, und 
whoſe Protection ] confidently. enter d th 
Lifts, and which I believ d would ſtill ſhi 
Bright upon me, and be my 4mpregnabi 
Security. 3 
To Vindicate the Rights of the Church i 
England, 1 preſum'd with Modeſty, woul 
never be objected as a Crime to a Clergyma 
who by the Ties of his Sacred Order, and tt 
moſt invincible * Engagements, is bound 
ſtand firm, when the Adverſary daringly « 
| | pla 


LV 


Cbumebh· Eſtabliſbnemt, cc. 
2 threatens to ſtorm the 

ulwarks of her, Conſtitution : .- And how 
could- 1 diſcharge my ſelf in This, without 
Countermining the Stratagems of the Enemy, 


ſing as well the Injuſtice of his Cauſe; 

as the Def 
ſhew'd a Bravery in Defence of our Intrenchs 
ments, and convinc'd him that the Powers of 
Heaven and Earth are for us? It could be 
no Arrogance in me, to exert my ſelf with 
Courage and Intrepidity, when I had an 
abliſbment to defend, that has been the 
Glory of the Engliſh Nation for a whole Cen- 
tury and a half, and whoſe Branches are 
inoculated into the very Foundations of the 
State! An Eſtabliſbment that has been ſo ho- 
nourably mention'd by the Reformed World, 
and has made the Kings of England riſe higher 
in the Liſts of Fame, than the Remoteſt Con- 
2 or the moſt Pompous Triumphs ! that 
as ſhaken terribly the Triple Diadem of 


| Rome, and ſtruck ſuch a Conſternation into 


the Antichriſtian Conclave, as will never be 
forgotten or forgiven! An Eſtabli 
rounded by the Inſuperable Barrier of -ſq! 
many As of Parliament, that embraces the 
Legiſlative Body of the Kingdom in her Com- 


munion; that (and none but She) has intro» 


duced a Proteſtant. Succeſlion of Kings into the 


Hritiſb Throne; and as a Recompence, is kept 


alive, under the immediate Protection of a 


> PRINCE, whoſe Choice would lead him to 


be a Defender of her Diſcipline, as well * 
a A her 


perateneſs of his Attempts; unleſs 1 


ſur - 


s The Dine of the 


het Faith 7 Add to this, the Orthodox Piety 


of Their Royal Highneſſes, who Kneel at our 


Altars with a Zeal that exceeds (if poſſible) 
the SOVEREIGN Pattern, and gives us Glo- 
rious Aſſurances that the Church of gland 


will be as Immortal as their own Illuſtrious 


Characters! _— OS 

_ Give me leave therefore, Sir, to unreſolve 

your ſelf, and to pity the Infinuations of my 
nemies, as if I ran away with the Cry of 

the Church, to palliate Seditious Purpoſes, or 

to inflame the Populace againſt the Miniſtry | 


of the State; when I thought I could in no- 


thing contribute more to the Repoſe of m 
Country, than by engaging to ſupport thoſe 
Principles that are ſolemnly receiv'd by all 
the Managers of the Government, who, I 
will never be convinc'd, but by Sufferings, 
have any. thing more at Heart than the Ho- 
nour and Proſperity of the Church of 
England. ; | th 
And yet, notwithſtanding the Aſſurance I 
have of this Security of the Church, I lament 
the Occaſion, but I muſt pronounce her Un- 
ſafe from another Quarter; the Proof of this, I 
make no queſtion to demonſtrate a few Pages 
hence, which I] hope will excuſe, if not juſtify 
any Aſperity of Expreflion that may perhaps 
embitter ſome Lines in my Weekly Cor- 


rections : In the mean time admit me to ob- 
ſerve, that nothing has more improv'd the In- 
felicity of the Britiſb Iſlands, than that Villa- 
nous Notion (ſtarted by Knaves) That whoe- 


_— _ CC AM 
* 


Church. Eſtabliſpment, 8c. 7 
ver acquits himſelf in Vindication of the Church, 
contends ſtrenuouſly for her Diſcipline, and is 
too wiſe to ſwallow the gilded Poiſon of Diſ- 
ſenting Preſcriptions, is immediately abandon'd 
to the Cauſe of Popery, has Views before him 
of a Foreign Power, 1s a Non-juror, forſooth, 
and a Traytor. This Jeſuitical Artifice is fol- 
' low'd by a very natural Conſequence, and Per- 
ſons of narrow Capacities will be apt to con- 
clude that the Government is an y to 
the Eſtabliſhment, will make a Breach in her 
Conſtitution, and encourage a Party of the 
moſt implacable Reſentments againſt the very 
Foundations of our Church: This I apprehend 
to be the Source of all our Calamities z from 
hence proceed tender Jealouſies on one fide, 
and the moſt harden'd Outrages on the other: 
From hence the Atheiſt hnggs himſelf in his 
_ N F 8 and — a 1 — 
jon of Loyalty, expoſes every thing ſacr 
and nus heartily at the firſt Principles of 
Religion: The Diſſenter, from hence, inſults 
triumphantly over us, aſſumes an Aire of Gran- 
deur in his Looks, and when the poor Wretch 
has no other way to refute our Arguments, 
he calls pitifully upon the State, Help, Maſters, 
elſe we periſh. They dreſs us up in the ſhape 
of Rebels, to blaſt the irreſiſtible Ferce of our 
Reaſonings ; and then, as the Fews repreſen- 
ed our Saviour, they cry out like good Subjects, 
Theſe Men are not Cafar's Friends; for who» 
ever opens his Lips againſt us, ſpeaketh againſt 
Caſar. | 
3 But 


| 3 Th Danors: ir he 


np. ap . · i — —— 


| he Prote ant Settlement of theſe Crowns, if 


_ defign'dto bring a Popiſh E 2 upon us, 


pr 7 of the People, Who are inviolably 


the Crown? And from whence aroſe the In- 


againſt the Church? 


2 1— muſt unavoidably imply Sedt- 


But very iniſcevre, in my Opinion, would be 


were abſolutely in another Intereſt ; if the 2 | 
giſlative and Executive Powers of the Natio 
who all Communicate with her, were ſecret - 
Underminers of the Sucee on, and privately. 


the moſt anna: Friends of the Church 


What greater IH can be offer'd againſt 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 4 Re- 


rpetuate the Privileges of the 
Church, be 2 that at the ſame time 
they are in Confederacy againſt the State ? 
From whence had the Swede Encouragement 
to Invade us, but from this ſcandalous Inſinua- 
tion, that the Friends of the Church, who 
make an infinite Majority, were Diſaffected to 


ſurrections at Home, but from the Conſequence 
of this vile Notion, that the Government was 


I dare not offer to ſuſpe&, Worſhipful Sir, 
that a Gentleman of your A Wiſdom 
could be ſeduced by fo ſhallow an Artifice as 
this ; but 1 muſt believe that ſome of that Ho- 
nouräble Grand- Jury had ſomething of this 
Miſtake upon them, when they prevail'd upon 
their Foreman to charge Sedition upon my 
Weekly Reprehenſions ; for I am bold to hope 
that ie is Ae to 2 good the Charge 
but by Conſequence, as if my Diſaffection tg 


tion 


f 
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[ 155 2 ien Houſe 1 has 
| . elf LO on, as: much Respect ad 
21 Church of Englandoblige | 
to expreſs ; and there - 
nnd *5 Laws of England will judge 
x lition for — — 2 his own 
r recommend Obedience 
to expaſe the Preten- 
ces af thoſe. who are banded! with Shin 
57 2 + Ir of the Realm ; forgive my Bold- 


neſs; but [ profeſs it wilt be my Glory to 


plead Guilty, 
„L am fentible enough, that 1 have beſtow'd 
remarkable Characters upon the t- 
57 Brotherhood through the courſe of my 
ritings ;. 1 have vilitied their Worſhip, be- 
ule 1 believe it to be treacherous and belt, 
ind expoſed. theit Proſpects, which I ſhall un- 
donteſtably prove to be deſperate; but where 
are I cenſur d the Loyalty 1 the Gentle- 
m wy Wherr have I attempted to pervert 
from their Obedience? The Notice 1 
ne taken of wk + Principles relates only * 
> proportion er; they upon t 
Th arch, Which 1 __ to affect — * State on. 
I by Conſequence, from the ſtrict Union be- 
tween the. Eecleſaſtical and Civil Powers z 
and ] ſhall gternally be of this Opinion that 


whoever is outragiouſly a IS to the C 


10 The Da 


of Englamd, is in xg FIG to his 
Country, and an Etemy 18 the Grown and 


Dighity of the Kg Tru) ey LF $434 195) ei wor 
That the 2 and hoo have Nail them: 
ſelves with thoſe Black 1 have'ſhewti 


them in, that I have juſty entertaitd a Tea- 


louſy of their Defigns, and have done no more 
dun my Duty Ie my Fellow-Subjets 
to beware of the Danger, you remember, Sir 1 
have promis d to make good ; And here 1 ſhall 
open ſuch a Scene as will ſet my Countrytien 
upon the Gaze, to obſerve the Inſolence "of A 
Party only Tolerated'; among us, commit ſuch 
Outrages upon a National Church, as no Age, 
no Place can parallel; and if 1 demonſtrate | 
their Schemes and Purſuits directly bend to 
overturn the Fundamental Pillars of our Ec- 
clefiaſtical Polity, that they attempt to inflame 


the Populace, to Halloo the Mob upon our 


Clergy, to Ridicule our Worſhip, and Explode i 
our Diſcipline, that they repreſent the moſt i 
Honourable part of our Communion, the Magi- 
ſtracy and the Miniſtry, who adorn the Places of 
Truſt, of Profit and Honour in the State, as Idola- 
ters, as Rakes and Atheiſts; I beſpeak the Voice 
of the Nation on my ſide, and che Thanks of moſt, i 
when I pronounce them Enernies to the Church 


and Glory of England; and I ſhall then be ac- 


quitted of the heavy Charge of Sedition, even 
with the Applauſe of that Honourable Grand- 
> whole Viſpleaſure I now unfortunately Wſ 
ſu Then will it appear before the Sun, 


— the F lights of Compliment they fome- | 
times | 


Rn lis 


his * H IC ; fe . 
mes ſhment, are no 


ind times fling upon our ER 
more than Decoys and 


1 
5 — 


m: us into a 80 of Dotage and Lethargy, to 
n br aur Locks whercinous Strength lies, that 
t able to 


i; 
J 
1 
8 
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„may be able to bind us, and bring in the 
ire, that is, themſelves, upon us. 

And this I ſhall diſcover to the World, with 
out ſearching our Annals for the Tranſactions 
of ſome Ages that are paſt, without Raking, as 
they call it, into the Old Threadbare Hiſtory: 
of 1 but I ſhall charge it immed:- 
ately upon them, and look no farther back- 

ards than a Tear or two, which will ſerve my 
Purpoſe with a Witneſs. Sudan, ; 
Lou are in Pain, Worſhipful Sir, I am con- 
fident, to find ſo formidable an Indictment 
drawn expreſly againſt thoſe Quiet Charitable 
People the Proteſtant Diſſenters, who are ſo 
heartily attach d to the Intereſt of the Crown, 
and have approv'd themſelves upon all Oc- 
caſions as the beſt of Subjects; but 1 ſhall ſur- 
priſe you more, to acquaint you, that under the 
ſhelter of Loyalty, they Beſpatter us in the moſt 
inſolent manner; and becauſe they enjoy a Liber- 
ty of Conſcience, reſolve to make no Conſcience of 
their Liberty ; As if they had no other way to 
recommend themſelves to the Throne, than b 
aſperſing the Church, that Church of whic 
the Prince is the Great Defender upon Oath, 
and who knows well that His Royal Honour 
riſes or falls with the Grandeur or the Decays 
of the Church of England. To 
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Yet all this wi look 28400 29d Ele: 


rangue, without yin 
w_ ſhall behave I 27 with 
the ſame 'reſpe& of Jolie as I 


Eto 5 
rience my ſelf ; I ſhal} not acchſt e WI 
long Train of Innuendo's and” Surmiſe a7 Nor 

a fore 


Conſequences fetch d. as it were, fram 
Land, or with Meanings that en WI 
hard Labour might be raced from their Prin- 


eiples; but I ſhall fairly turn ny. own Ar- 
tiltery' upon them, charge them with their 


own Words, direct * where they are to 


be found, and uſe ſo much Honour in the pro- 


ducing of them, that for this 1 depend upon 


the Applauſe of my very Enemies. 

But before I enter upon this U nthankful Of- | 
for. | beg leave to e, that I do not pre- 
tend, in yi ſmall rake to make a perfect 
Collection of Diſſenting Compliments, as if had 
drain q the Subject, and tortur d every Page to 
ſqueeze out this extravagant Miſcellany of 
Good Breeding. Alas! this is but a che. | 
of their Court? 15 ſhould I have ranſack d cy a 
Libel, follow'd them through every Kennel, 
and ſtirr d in all the Dreggs of Fanatick Rage, | 
I might have appear'd in Folio, and given a. | 
Surfeit to every Reader, as well as to my ſelf. 
One Half-ſheet (happy in eſcaping the Pre- 
ſentment of Grand. Juries) that thrice a Week 
is ſuch an Eb to the Publick, would 
have been to me an inexhauſtible Mine of | 
Villany, Atheiſm, and Profaneneſs : But that | 
Wieich 1 deſpiſe, I have higher Views, = | 

W 


_ 


Chinch · Eſtabliſpmeut, &c. 13 
will delineate the Sentiments of the Party 
from thoſe who go in and aut before them, and 
Abt their Battles, who are Men of Figure 
and of Letters among them, the Champions 


and 'Oracles of the Cauſe. 
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Reflections of the Proteſtant Diſſenters pon 
"the Church of England in general ; upon 
the Clergy and Laity; more particularly 

upon the Honourable and Right Honourable 
who are employ'd in the Civil Offices of the 


Nation Publiſhd within theſe laſt two 


Pears. 

ad "Ere I to frame my Opinion of the Church, 
5 W from the Practice of ſome amongſt us, 1 
* ſhould renounce her Communion to Morrow. 

* Zeal of the Tories, p. 17. 
»The Church of Exg/2:d has hang d, jail'd, ſin d, 


- 


and ruind many Families for Nonconformity, 
i 


not complying with Ceremonies, *which' the 


„Church call d Indifferent. Reaſons for an Union, 


1 O. 
Bithop Hooper was for a thorough Reformation 
© without the Ceremonies, as at preſent. p. 13. 

* The Tories and High-Church, notwithſtanding 
their Pretences to Loyalty, will be found by their 
6 Actions to be the greateſt Rebels in Nature. 

P. 20. | | | 
The Church Party who are for the King, is but 
* 2 {mall Number to the reſt. p. 21. 
f 


e Horrible 


1 NN 1 


1 


aun The DNA F © the 


_ © Horrible have been the Abuſes of the Teſt,' to 
© the damning of Souls, as well as Dilleriice-10 


the State, p. 22. 


* High-Chutch can occaſſ onally l with 
* Oaths of Allegiance, Abjuration-Oaths, or any 
« Oaths, and ſpew them all up again, How many 
c pretended Church-men are there who hardly ever 
enter d into a Church in their Lives, or —— 
ever took the Sacrament for any other Motive than 
as a Qualification for their Places? Are not theſe 
© Occaſional Ley d and ſhould not ſuch a 
$ Law be repeal d, that heaps Damnation upon Men ? 


NT In the late King Fame's Time the Tythe-Pig 
* ſqueek'd. 5 ibid. 
The Diſſenters are generally much better Livers 
© than thoſe of the Church of England: They do 
© not give themſelves ſuch a Looſe in thoſe reigning | 
* and — Vices of Profane Swearing, 1 
* Whoring, and Breaking the Sabbath. 6388 

Our Common People of the High- hurch are 
$ as ignorant in Matters of Religion — the bigotted 


© Papiſts, which gives en eat Ad vantage to our Ja- 


c cob ite and Tory Prieſts to lead them where they | 
pleaſe, „ oc mold them into what Shapes they | 


0 Peop le had better have no Religion, pro- 
* vided thiy a are ſubject to the Law of Nature, than | 
© to be poſſeſs d with it in the Circumſtances it is 
in my us. Chriſtianity no Creature of State, 
x 
. Tt There is Witchcraft in the very Name of the 
* Church. nay; for enabling Proteſtant Diſſen- 
© ters, RC. p. 2 3 
The j of the Diſſenters, if properly exer- 
© ted, is greater than that of any other Bea of | 
; * Men amongſt us. P. 22. 


«© Theſe | 


© Theſe high and fierce Zealot are for Terms of 
ommunion of their oton Eſtabliſiment, without 
Scripture. Enty's Sermon at Plymouth, p. 13. 
* The Croſs in, Baptiſm, God-fathers and God- 
© mothers, à Liturgy, the Authority of Bilbozs, 
and their Courts, are not Things of Chriſf's Inſti- 
© turion, but tend to the Prejudice of his Cauſe 
© and Kingdom. p. 14. | nl 
The True Church of England rather complies 
c with, and ſuffers the Forms and Ceremonies, than 
* approves. Driſm the worſt of the Two, p. 8. 
There's not a Man of them that would not 
vote for more Ceremonies, out of meer Spite to 
© Fanaticiſm. p. 9: wo 
elt is well known there are many that paſs for 
© Proteſtants, and zealous Church- men too, that 
© would leave no Stone unturn'd, by which the 
© Overthrow of our. preſent Settlement might be 
© promoted. The Repeal of the A againſt Occa- 
« fronal Conformity, p. 10. | 
The Clergy of the Church of Eyland have been 
* forc'd to adminiſter the ſolemn Ordinance of the 
© Lord's Supper to Perſons of known ſcandalous Lives 
© and debaucht Practices, when they have demanded 
© © itas a Qualification for a Place of Profit or Honour. 
© The Removal of the Sacramental Teſt, p. 17. 
The Church broke our moſt ſolemn Engage- 
pro- ments and Alliances; the Church betray d our 
than i « Confederates, and made a Sacrifice of the Diſtreſ- 
iS F< ſd in our Protection; the Church divided a Vi- 
are. F< Qorious Army; the Church huddled up an Igno- 
„ minious Peace; and the Church, for our laſting 
the Security, after all theſe Glorious Exploits, binds 
fen- in Fetters half the Subjects in the Kingdom. An 
= © Equal Capacity, &c. p. 42. | 
xer- | * The Church of Erg/and as by Law Eſtabliſh'd, 
7 of WM ©-upon that foot, has nothing to claim of ſuperior 
* Merit before the Diſſenters. p. 30. . 


Church-Eftabliſhmentz ce. 


None 


16 The TY of the _ 
Lone but God hi Wa is to determine the Me- 


© thiods of h 88 Worſhip. adbuly's, Senne 
Ti ehe/k a Sf bes any Right 
t ik t co 
tect his Su © Relig on 5 a7 Ri chuſe, 


* di 
6 of punifh oy 8874 41 ing 5 him in 5 Mar- 
© 22; 1 


-tas not yet been 1 a 
Letter to Dr. 0. ' TOO 


The Concetns *'1 art ky 
© kept aſundet; we mu not bring the Hire of a 
© Whore; arid t the. Price of a. Dog into the Houſe 
ef the Lord. Meh ſhould not take Sacraments, be- 
eauſe they ate Officers, but ben they are Chri- 
ſtians; 5 think that eating the Body and Blood 
© of the Lord is afiy Preparation for eating the Bread: 

© of the Governtiient Such Piofinatione as theſe 
are their Livelihood; the Money they get for Ad- 
< mifiiftrations and Teſtimonials, makes them ſilent 
to one of the greateſt * that ever was 
committed in *. World. Bradbury's Sermon on 
$1 bp of November, p. 17. 

6 eſtabliſh the Common Prayer Book by the 
© Laws of the Land, is not to promote the Duty 
but the Book; LF is not Prayer it {af they ae | 
* rewarding or ſting, 5 a A Hl ga paid to 

* their own Inſufficiences. Ro 

© Fhey have not only 10 againſt the Church 
* of England's being a i Belle a but they have: 
gone farther, and will not allow her to be an 
* Authoritative 04d Woman. They declare 2 inſt 
©her Threats as Chimera's, that ſhe has no Rods 
over the Chimney, and that her angry Words 
are meer Air. Having ſcrupled her Being, andy . 
* ſet at nought her Railing and Knee, the 
ſeem not to value her Bleſſings nd Favour muc 
more, but boldly aſſert her für ords will butter 
no Farſnips; that her ſpecious Fretexts are meer 
* Shams, and that ſhe has not Intereſt * to 


ae 7 


an. Dealing, th 

© The Grievance is, not to let any officiate in pris 
ore Chorches, Without a Subſcription to the Au- 
. Ire ge Anatomy, Part I. P. 36. 


D Theſs 


Uni late, Ke. . 
1 N ting. But allowi 2 her Ts S 
inaſmuch 38 


ho means be Ex ly, 
bad Li a Yen fr rn a e 
Y 4 
Hes corn He — 11 1 
55 eblows, run with Stra 
a Lowe's, her — — in 'Wedloek. 
ch. Anuomy;; the Dedication: , | +1 ohh 


Man who. receive the . lie: ve 
e Lives Bk and are e Drunk runk the 1 — 


Reaſots /, or fe Die enting, p 
1 The GT of England 2 her e 
thur chere is not ene Soul pork. 


the Luck to have ng — 5 
ny warm Church-men are more car 
avoid the Worſhip. of the Diſlenters, than — 
* 2 avoid the Sins ot, _ and . Adultery. 


es 

LA Mitte I wh y, and Mitiftets attd 

wa and profane- 

ly, 1 e Nhe for our oën Souls fake we ſhould 
go where there is better Preaching and Living. 
We can ſafely ſpeak it to God as well as to Men, 
7 is one great End - out Diſſenting from the 
=. Chutch of England, 

It is plain, Wo be 8 Sin of Schifin lies at the 
Church of Ezgland's Door. p. 29. 
A Sett of Meg, by theit intempetate Zeal for 
the Shell of Religion, beyond any Concern fof 
the Subſtance of it, and theit rigotous Impofition 
of an impracticable Uniformity, have outflown 
the true — of the Church. We do not vo- 
une leave the Thurch, but are driven out. 


ace. 


18 The DANG ER of the 
N t 27 ,W% 1 
fe ate the Characters, 7455 it pful Sir, 
wit Which the Proteſtant Diſſenters aber ky ſlig⸗ 
med the urch-Eſtabliſhment- of Sen 
the moſt Honourable part of our Commu- 
_—_ z with a Deſign not only to bring about a 
Revolution among the Officers of State, and to 
make us Infamous to the preſent Age, hut to 
blaſt our Mer eternally, and deliver us 
down, with cheſe odious Blemiſnes upon Wn, to 
Poſteniy. 

To ge you a Sommary of theſe Reflections 
in a few. 21 If we are to believe theſe 
Gentlemen, the Church of England (that has 
not Power to touch a Hair of their Heads) is 
a Cruel Perſecuting Church ; She is Schiſma- 
tical, impoſes an impracticable Uniformity ; 
She is a Metaphorical Old Woman, a looſe 
Jade, a Scold and a Whore, and has the Com- 
mom Prayers eſtabliſhed, not for the Service 
of her Communion, but to encourage the Pa- 

per Manufacture, and for the Benefit of the 
King 8 Bookſeller. The greateſt part of her 
Members are Swearers,Forſwearers, Drunkards, 
Whoremongers, Murderers, Adulterers, Sab- 


bath-breakers, Atheiſts and Rebels : The Mi- 


niſtry of the Government who receive the Sa- 
crament at her Altars, are Hypocrites, and 
in a State of Damnation, Perſons of Scanda- 
tous Lives and Debauch d Practices, who bring 


the Hire of a Whore into the Houſe of the 
Lord. Behold the Charity and Moderation 


"CHAP. 


of the Proteſtant Diſſenters! ? 


* 
3 


= r — AA mr ]˙ ˙· Hen” nn © 


| ua 4 5 \ 38 
Church-Eftabliſhment, de. 19 
CHAL i 
Reflections of the Proteſtant Diſſenters upon the 
Or thodow. Clergy of the Church of England. 


"Heſe Priefis of Bas are many, and this may be 
faid of Ninety nine in a Hundred of them, 
hi J am apt to think every one will find it 
true in his .own Acquaintance, that their Doctrine 
is not more pernicious to the Peace and Welfare of 
NS the Kingdom, than their Lives are a Scandal and 
e ' Diſgrace to their ſacred Function; and I may ven- 
as [ tyre to ſay, there is ſcarce one who has preach d up 
is IN. the Danger of the Church, ſince the King's Acceſſion 
* to the Throne, that has not been oftner Drunk in a 
I Private Houſe, than Sober in a Pulpit. The Zeal of 
73 the Tories, &c. p. 8. 
Let any one confider the Character of our Father 
Fancit, and find out in the Church of Rome any 
ce . Cardinal, Jeſuit, or OO that equals him in Am- 
bition, Cruelty, and manner of Wickedneſs: 
There are innumerable * of this kind that are 
16 to be match'd in any other Church whatſoever. 
11. 
the Miſeries the Nation feels or fears, are ow- 
Sy to the Inſtrumentality of the Clergy, and to that 
Religious Wild-fire you have ſcatter'd all the Nati- 
on over. Ibid. p. 15. 
© There are {ome Church-men that have Conſci- 
ences like Oftriches Stomachs, that will digeſt Iron; 
for no Oath or Teſt is too hard for their Caſe-har- 
dend Conſciences, which can eafily diſpenſe with 
all, to ſerve a Turn. Reaſons for an Union, p. 8. 
Doctor Firebrand of Holbourn, that wicked 
Prieſt and Incendiary, has comp asd his chief 
Ends, the Loaves and 4 Fiſhes: ; and ter his Church be 


in never ſo much Danger now, he will be no 
D 2 * Martyr 
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20 The ak. of the 


«Martyr for it, or hazard his fat Benehce for any 
LDN or bad, Devil owes him a 
Fans 2 outwits wy; N leaves him in the 
urch at Black-mouth'd Doctor - 
f.of St. dadren's Hibs rn. p. 38 : 
+ There are too many fuch ſort of Prieſts, who 
e truly endan TS Church and all the Proteſtants | 
throughout you may know them by this 
Mark, they are thy the moſt Jenorant, 
4 and Nebauch'd 2 the Cletgy, and the Ma- 
„jority ot their. Followers and Dilcipes 1 the 
+. yexy Scum and Dregs of Mankind. p. 
f Dilleating Miniſters would have te 11 
6 * ko our loaſe high flying, careleſs; lazy * ex- 
*, cept they kept a better guard upon their Lives and 
0 — nigh, than they uſually do now. p. 18. 
What confounded and confounding Work the 
2 — 4 make about Excommunioation and Schiſma- 
* tic 5. 
ATbe * People are i penerally poifoir'd 
g by the. high-flying * 55 the Government 
* tufters in many Places. 
# People were not only robb'd by the Prieſts of all 


| their Religion or Charity, but of their Humanity, 


turn d into Brute Beaſts —— Rare Preiſts. who 

pretend to be of the pureſt Church in the World, 

* that can transform Men into Devils Incarnate : 
265 ;-; 

#3 Nothing but the Pride, Ambition and Covetouſ- 
* nels of a certain Body of Reverends and their Ad- 
* herents, can ſtand in the Way of a Glorious Re- 
+ formation. Chriſtianity no Creature of State, p. 4. 

1 muſt forbear, left I ſhould oftend the Reverend 
* Pofſe of my Country. — Whether this be owing 
tig their Folly, or Knavery, or both; 1 ſubmit to 
$ * Judgment ; tho” tis eaſie to determine to which, it 


* you cony cerle with the Men and their Works, 
A1 Gl ee 


© no Body will mind em, conſe 


Chureh-Eftabliſbment, &cc. 

If our Clergy couſd but deviate into Honeſty, 

e will have reaſon to 

— that they themſedves believe the Chri- 
Religian to be true. p. 14. 

y ff he rince ſhould ihe 10 chu his Ser. 
5. yants without the Prieſts Leave, then they / exert 
© their Authority, and make diſmal Lamentations 
about the Buſineſs of their Religion; when, God 
* knows, the Whole of the Defign is nothing but 


21 


© State Intereſt; hence it is that they have fir'd the 


© Ignorant Mob, ſpirited em into Riots and Rebel- 
lion, ener wry em, that to cut their innocent 
* Neighbours Throats, is doing God good Service. 
* In ſhort, all the Blood that has been ſpilt in the 
© late unnatural Rebellion, may be very juſtly laid at 
the Doors of the High-Church Clergy. p. 16. 

It is but juſt, that the Parſons ſhould the com- 
mon Subject of Banter, whilſt their Practice and 
* Tongues ſo much differ: They call it our holy Re- 


* A our holy Mother the Church, and yer con. 


* ſtantly 1 them p. 19. 
* The Parſons may rail —_— out of Breath, 


uently they Il be 
* tir'd, becauſe their Billig gare oquence will 
© anſwer no End. P. 24 
* The Prieft, who — is as Ignorant as the 
People, is contented with the Knowledge of that 
= of the Church which concerns himſelf, the 
—_— his Dues, and the Government of his 
* — 
* general, 


his is not fingular to One or Two, but 
one or two in a County has any 

* other Care for Religion. I do not enter into Pr 
© *tis as well known as that there are Prieſts and 
* Curatesz And yet theſe blind Teachers, by the help 
* of weak Arguments and ſtrong Ofober, have 
* fiript Popery of all that — aboue her, and 
+ EST > the Minds of their Pariſhioners to Su- 


n and Ifolatry. Fasion in Tower, h. 5. 
* could 


22 The D ANGER of the 
] could wiſhi that the Diſſenters were not de- 
* prived: of their Birth - rights, to humour à Parcel 
of proud illiterate - Prieſts, who have y 
* © Cloſets without Books, Cures without Nasen 
and Zeal without Knowledge. 5 P. 49. 
Among the inferior Clergy⸗ Men are found 
wyhoſe Principles and Practices are a Scandal to the 
Church, and whoſe Reformation, tis fear d, muſt 
now be the Work, not of private, but of publick 
12 The Parſons are not only become the 
ubjecd of Satyr and Juſt Sarcaſm among the Men of 
8 Wit, but even the Tale and Jeft of the Common 
* Peo Je; their W ＋1ꝓ4— hn, and Fire-fide Con- 
* yerlation are fill d up with ridiculing and expoſing 
2 Clergy ; and the very Office grows into to Core 
by the — Conduct of ſome of 
: tho Earthen Veſſels that Officiate, Reaſons for 
* Viſting the Univerſities, p. 4. 
© The Church of England can never be reſtored to 
© her Original Luſtre, till the unexampled Wicked- 
© neſs of a Sett of Men, who are diſguiſed among, 
* and wear the Habit of our Clergy, are purged 
out. p. | 
; Thee — a fort of Men among the Clergy, who 
# © ought, and I hope will be purgd out of the 
1 Church; I ſay, I truſt they will alſo, becauſe their 
at , Iniquities ſeem to be come to the full Height, and 
#.,” © to call aloud for that Vengeance, as well from the 
Civil Authority, as from Heaven. They ſeem 
' © now to have filld up the Meaſure, and to have 
3 * awaken'd Juſtice againſt them, which with its 
lleaden Wings has too flow in reſenting the 
© Inſults it — receiv'd, and has forborn them ſo 
© Jong, till they begin to perſuade themſelves into 
a ridiculous Notion of their being formidable to 
the Government, and that they dare not, becauſe 
they do not, ſtrike. How long ſhall Juſtice be 
« wi ith-held by the Royal Clemency to its mn? . 
Furt? 


* * . „ 95 


horde fade N 23 
ler How long ſhall the King ſpare u the 
that would ſting him? p. 12. 

They 1 N but erer wiſh to — chat hor 
ace Men We. ate —— 

: 1 Wolves Skins expo {eq p > Sheph 

* Cloathing pull'd , oy cher Ears; now FT — 


* ſeems to become, 1 to be- 
ih at the Houle of P. 1 "it 
0 * Vicious Te are nd effefually diſ- 


'd over the whole Face this Church, and 
770 in ev Ke of the Nation, who ſpread 


Vice like a agion through the Cou 
1 1 deb ch the Morals of S 


2 An excellent Deſcription of the Proteſtant Cler- 

* gy! that not, a Man among them but is perjur'd 
* over and over, even in his very Education, in the 
* Infancy of his and before he knows 
either his Right Hand or his Left in the Matter 
of his Studies! P. 39. 

There is not a Clergyman now in England who 

© has been educated at Oxford ot Cambridge, or a 
Student now in any of our Univerſities, but what 

* is actually guilty of premeditated Perjury. : p. 40. 
\ © Oaths are Trifles with them; they are not to 
be tied by the common Obligations which bind 
of * Chriſtian Subjects; nay, the Bond that would ſe- 

cute the Allegi ance of a Mahometen, will not 
bind them. P. 4 2. 

The Obſetvation extends to the whole Body of 
the Clergy throughout Exland, where you will 
find the Profane the Lewd, Drunken, Frofligate 
* Clergymen. p. 63. 

We ſee what the Tory Prieſthood were made of 
in Queen Elizabeth's Time, that they were Igno- 

12 8 Lewd, and Seditious; and it muſt be ſaid 

fem. that they are true to * Stuff ſtill, 75. 

E rife the worſt J the ny 21. 1 


% The Davior , 


- .* The Salvation of not the Thing they 
* aim at ; our Church's' 3 0 Enher their 
Cate, man 4 Je pol of 

2 hair 6 don 46” bet her by out 

*'p 


1 The Church as" the 
« Clergy were not only” 


very drunk over. =” 
Whatever Art 12 


iy were + Wis ha 
ou fi, but very often 


y put on of Church 


i „and Church *theit Bottom is foul and 
jj 1 „Norten and Avatice ri , and Malice 
WW * are the Bia _ yh $ them. 
| '%: Ltannot — of the Cletgy 
| © have loſt their jr Repu 4p; late Years, in con- 
ſining themſelves ſo much to rhe unedifying Sub- 


1 ts of Politicks and Schifm, or in menacing 
more important Subjects in ſo cold and lifelels a 
«. manter as they hays done, or in running ſo 115 
fror the Anicls ol the 1 Chutch of Ru 4 | 
Letter to Dr. Biſſe, 77 ba, 

- * -A'Pack or party ſexndatous, wicked, and pro- 
fame Men, Lew appropriate to th emklyes t the 
Name of High- Church, (but may mote properly 
© be ſaid to be Tefliits ot Papiſts in Maſquerade,) 
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110 c do take liberty to teach, etch; and print publickly 
| © and privately, jon, Contentions, and Divi- 
4 „bots among the Proteſtants of this Kingdom, 


6. Motives to Union. p. 1. 
With what Pleaſure do the Cety thundet out 
their ſevere Cenſutes and bitter, Imprecations 
* againſt their innocent Neigbours? And did they, 
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* ſcatter their Fire- brands, Arrows, and Death on- 

ly when they were in Sport, and over theit 
attempt to ſandtify their Malice, by bringi 7 

into their Worſhip, and venting it in the 


« an Cups, and in their merry, Meetings 

* Impiety would be far leſs than it is, when th 

, of — himſelf. Tlerce's Sermon, Jan. * P. 45 
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. Church-Eftabliſhment, &c. 25 
y Jo that noble Stand that was then made in ths 
it t Days of our Fore-fathers (the Rebellion in 41) we 
es are indebted, that we their Polterity are not 4 
rs Generation of Slaves, to the Luſts of ſach 4 Vici- 
. « ous Fawning Clergy, as then carry d all before them 

he os S 7 Il | : po 
en We have a ſort of Proteſtant Clergy in our own 
Times, that are not to be bound by Oaths, and 
much leſs by Promiſes and Subſcriptions. Convo: 
© cation-Craft, p. 40. 2 

There are ſeveral painful Preachers in this City, 
* who are not doubted to underftand Fleſh and Blood 
well, and too frequently impreſs the Phraſes, 
* Our moſt Holy, or moſt Excellent Mother, to 
© leave Perſons ignorant, of the Church of Eng/ard's 
© being of the Feminine Gender. Church Anatomy, 
the Dedication. 3 

Nothing has more encourag d the Laity in their 
© Vices, or funk the Credit of our Clergy, than the 
* ſcandalous Lives of ſome of the Function. Tis 


many of our Clergy make no great ſcruple of Con- 
* ſcience to Drink and Whore, and Swear and Game, 
and Droll on the Bible, and Profane the Sunday, 
and neglect the-moſt important Duties of their 
© Paſtoral Charge, tis no Wonder if the Laity think 
* themſelves authoriſed to take the ſame Liberty, 
p. 44. 
7. We cannot but commend the great Care of the 
Church, in its Injunctions to the Deans, who mult 
* providently ſee that the Petty-Canons and Vicars 
* have a Latin as well as Engliſh Teſtament: We 

E * ſuppoſe 


no Wonder that the Lives of flagitions Clergymen 
the bring in more Proſelytes to Wickedneſs and Vice, 
fly than ever their Preaching will make Votaries to 
de,) Religion and Virtue. They may long enough com- 
kly I © mend Virtue, and declaim againſt Vice ; but how 
ivi-. ſhould the People believe them, when they do not 
om, live as if they believed themſelves? and while ſo 
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26 The DANGER of the 

© ſuppoſe this Caution was, leſt the lazy Fellows 

* ſhould forget all they had learn d at School; and 

* Greek, it ſeems, is as little expected from them, as 

< Syrrack and Arabick, p. 51. 8 
There are ſeveral ſecret Ways of purchaſing a 


BgBenence, which ſome Patrons oblige the Clergy to, 


without making a downwright Bargain, and we 
* would not have ſo much as the Courting of an 
Abigail to be the Price of it, p. 54. 

The Behaviour of the Clergy is ſo vile, twould 


© be Indiſcretion with a witnels, ſhould we load 
them with any Reflections which they have not 


© deferv'd. Pierce's Vindic of Diſſ. Min. p. 14. 


© It Looſeneſs and Debauchery, Unthankfulneſs 
to God and Man for the greateſt Deliverances, the 
© ſowing Strife and Contention, the ſtirring up to 


* Sedition, Rapine and Sacrilege, the encouraging 
Rebellion againſt the beſt of Kings, and the Pre- 
* varicating with God and Man, in Subſcriptions, 


© Prayers, and the moſt plain, expreſs, and ſolemn: | 


* Oaths; if theſe are not Fruits bad enough to prove 


© Men falſe Prophets, I can't conceive what Ule | 


© our Saviour's Rule can be of. That this Guilt is 


© notorious, cannot with any Modeſty be denied, 


. 30. 


Several B 


Life, and it would even affright a Chriſtian to be- 
© hold it. Plain Reaſons for Diſſ. p. 7. 


O rare HeQors! Are thoſe the Men that lead | 
© our Gentry, as well as the common People, by the 


* Noſe? It would be the Nation's Mercy to have a 
due Senſe of this Diſeaſe. p. 8. 


© All have their Prayers made for them, and ma- 
* ny of them their Sermons too: Beſure that God 


* difapproves of ſuch a lazy Practice, p. 9. 


s, without any ſcruple, drink the | 
* Pretender's Health. Two Queſtions of preſent In- 
c portance, P.8. "18 

© You have the Picture of the Clergy drawn to the 


OY | 
[ have * 
= 


Church. Eſtabliſbment, &c. 27 


© I have heard Parſons drink the Diflenters Dam- 
nation, p. 35. 

* If a Patron preſents a Perſon, and he gets Inſti- 
© tution and Induction, let him be who or what he 
© will, Sober or Scandalous, Qualified or Unquali- 
© fied—— Lay Noncon. Fuſtified, p. 7. 

As far as I can learn, a ſtricter " HM is made 
© into Men's Qualifications for the Miniſtry by the 
* Diflenters, than by thoſe who have uſually the 
Management of that Affair among you. p. 14. 

Until the Clergy have more Chriſtian Modera- 

tion in their Tempers, and a more ſpeedy Method 
is found out to oblige ſuch of them as walk diſ- 
* orderly, to reform what is amiſs in their Conver- 
* fations, our Pariſhes are not like to be better pro- 
* vided for. p. 20. 

© It's dubious whether the Ordainers have Power 
to confer the Spirit, as the Apoſtles had; but if 
* they have, it's paſt doubt, that many of the Or- 

*daind don't carry it away with them. Plain- 
Dealing, p. 18. 

* The Clergy are remarkable for their Schiſmati- 
(cal Diſſent from the Human Rules and Conſtitutions 
nied, © of the Church, 7. 27. 

Multitudes of the Clergy diſſent from the Eſta- 
k the bliſh'd Church in Principle, p. 29. 
t Im- © Are ſuch Men fit to wear the Livery of a Re- 

 * If form'd Church, or indeed of any Chriſtian Church? 
> the Even a Pagan, who has any Notion of common 
o be- Honeſty, might be tempted to ſay, Are theſe thy 
x _ Oh Jeſus! Vind. of Plain-Dealing, p. 3. 

lead * Hanging-ſleeve Reader, p. 7. Conſecrated Scan- 
y the dal Drivers, p. 8. O rare Parſons, bungling Trick- 
ave a IF fters, p. 12. New-fledg'd Gown-men, Dutiful Chil- 

dren to their Grannum the Ch=—h, p. 14. 
ma- The Bulk of the King's Enemies conſiſts of In- 
God if ferior Clergy and Inferior People. or a Mob of 


Prieſts and Peaſants. State Anat. Part I. p. 6. 
E 2 Father 
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28 The DANGER of the 


“ Teſuits, and whom you properly ſtile the Convoca- 
tion Boutefeu, has no leſs aſpiring Notions,nor had 
he leſs dangerous Views, ti ed by the Hano- 
ver Family's taking Place, than old Laud himſelf, 


f quainted with the Mothers than the Fathers 
C 19 8 . | 
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Perſecuting Heathen muſt riſe up in Judg- 


Father Francis, the Ring-leader of our Proteſtant 


* or any other rampant High-Prieſt ever entertain d. 
bp. 35. | 
7. Parſons turn Captain Tom's at Elections, perfect 
* HeQtors and Bullies, no Rakes more y pro- 
moting ſeditious Healths in full Bumpers than they, 
f p. 37. BE: 85 | 
A Reformation of Univerſities and Pulpits is na | 
$ leſs expected from the Parliament. p. 40. 
That Truſty Bully-Beef Erieſt Higgins. p. 51. 
The Archbiſhop of A—g, much better ac- 


This Opinion is kept alive in the Minds of a | 
vicious Mob, by ſeditious and licentious Prielts. | 
F p. 62. | | 1 

* A parcel of perjur d Shepherds, ſet their ſilly 
Sheep a madding, by their lend Harangues. p. 66. 
Nothing is more ſcandalouſſy neglected, than ai 
* ſtrict Examination into the Abilities of Candidates 
tor the Miniſtry. p. 77. „CC I 


Be aſtoniſh'd, O ye Heavens, at this! The 


ment with the Men of this Generation, and 
condemn them; for they dreſt up our Pri- 
mitive Fathers in the Skins of Beaſts only, 
but here we their Succeſſors are cloath'd in 
the Attire of Devils. Never was there a Cha- 
racter drawn of the moſt villanous Profeſſion off 
Men under the Sun, in Colours ſo dark and hort 
519, as theſe wherein the Charitable e : 


v —= 
| 


Church-Eftabliſhment, &c. 29 
Diſſenters expoſe the Clergy of the Church of 
England ; and if there could be Evidence pro- 
duc'd to fix the leaſt part of this Charge 
upon them, it would be meritorious to rid 
the Earth of ſuch Plagues as are a Reproach 
not only to the Religion they profeſs, but to 
the Species they are diſtinguiſh'd by. But, 
alas, inſtead of a Demonſtration of the Facts, 
they play upon us from theſe Batteries of Scan- 
dal, and draw out their Artillery againſt us, 
with a Deſign, moſt certainly, to mark us out 
to the Fury and Reſentments of the Mob, 
and the Rage of the Soldiery, to be inſulted, 
ſtript, and worried. If there be not ſome 
| Relief found to ſtop the Mouths of ſuch wick- 
ed Incendiaries, it muſt in a little time be 
unſafe for a Clergyman to appear Abroad at 
Noon-day, without a Guard of the Militia 
to defend his Perſon from the Madneſs of the 
Populace, who are already moſt artfully en- 
couraged upon all Occaſions to inſult his 
Character. 
l am confident, Worſhipful Sir, theſe Maga- 
Zines of Sedition never yet fell into the Hands of 
the Honourable Grand- Fury far the Hundred of 
Ofſulſton; becauſe they would have been long be- 
fore now diſtinguiſh'd by the ſevereſt Juſtice, 
which could not bear to obſerve the whole Bo- 
dy of the Engliſh Clergy traduc'd in ſo infa- 
mous a manner, in a manner much more infa- 
mous than was ever uſed by the Scourge to- 
wards the Miniſtry of Scotland, But inftead 
of triumphing in theſe Repriſals of mine _ 
2k adamant © au — 
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go The DANGER of the 


the Proteſtant Diſſenters, believe me, Sir, it 


is to me a Matter of the greateſt Sorrow, leſt 
I ſhould be thought to copy after ſo infamous 
an Example; tho' in this I muſt be allow'd 
to fall ſhort of the Original, who cry out 
for Juſtice and Slaughter upon the Engliſh Prieſt- 
hood, under the very Noſe, and within the 
reach of Epiſcopal Diſcipline z whereas my 
Libel was planted at a great Diſtance, and, 
i it had any Force, muſt {till be confefs d 
to ſtand without the Rules of the Presby- 


c 
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CHAP. w. 


RefleFions of the Proteſtant Diſſenters upon 
the Diſcipline and the Canons, Articles and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England. 


g I F any of theſe Spiritual Princes, the Clergy, 
1 happen to quarrel with their Neighbours, it 
may be, for nothing but becauſe they cannot exact- 
© ly quadrate with their Principles, ſtrait they 
have them into their Inguiſirzon: This is the 
* moſt horrid Hypocriſie imaginable, and a down- 
right giving the Lye to the New Teſtament. Chri- 
* flianity no State Creature, p. 17. 

* The Spiritual Courts are poſſeſt of their old 
* Thunders, and arm'd with new ones, Occafional 
and Schiſmatical; their Excommunications for 
© not paying Tyths, for Scolding, for not paying 
* Church-Rates, and Poor-Rates, are ſtill in full 
© Force; and whoever is acquainted with —_— 


4 © doth for St, Dunſtan, p. 27. 


Church-Eflabliſhment, &c. 31 


0 ceſſes of thoſe Courts, knows that Tythes, and 


* calling Names, and Pariſh-Rates, bring much 
© more Griſt to their Mills, than Immorality and 
© Profaneneſls. Now that the Thunder of the Vati- 
© can is become almoſt impotent, are our High-Church 


< Prieſts preaching Leſſons of the Power of their 


© Excommunications. Every little Vicar or Cu- 
rate puts in his Claim to his Prerogative; and 
how vexatious it is in the Country Places, where 
© twenty or thirty Families are to be maintain'd by 


the Fees of them, I need not repeat. Toriſm the 


© worſt of the Two, p. 25. | 

The Reaſon why you are given to Satan, is, be- 
* cauſe you will not give yourſelves to him, and 
© therefore others are ſo zealous as to do it for you. 
* Bradbury's Sermon on the 5th of November, p. 19. 

What a ſmutty Story is that in the 6th, 5th, 
and 8th Chapters of Iobit, appointed for Leſſons, 
© which is enough to make a Man laugh till he 
* burſt. Church-Anatomy, p. 9. 

© We could wiſh the ſevere Clauſes in the Atha- 
* naſian Creed were expung d; for we think it no 
more becomes us to damn Folks in the Church, 
than in the Streets. p. 5. 

© The ſcandalous Abuſes of Excommunication, 
in theſe latter Days, have made it ſo contempti- 
© ble, that Sinners do no more value it than 
Men do the threatning Predictions of a common 
© Almanack-maker concerning Thunder and Light- 
© ning. p. 21. "EI 

© Tis a greater piece of Sacrilege for theſe Thieves, 
* Chancellors, Officials, £7c. to ſteal and run away 
© with the Keys of the Church, than for any to carry 
off the Communion Plate. p. 25. 

© Thus the Rooks give check to the King, and the 
© Lay-Chancellor in the Court proves too hard for 
the Biſhop, as the Devil in the Sign of a Tavern 


* Unleſs 


32 The DANGER of the 

« Unleſs at his own Peril, the Pariſh Miniſter muſt 
© no more examine the Equity of the Sentence, than a 
Hangman does, but muſt do his Office; he muſt give 
© Firewhen theWord of Command is given, Juſt as the 
© two nimble Iron Sparks on the out- ſide of St. Dun- 
* ſtan's Church, when moved by the Wyres within, 
© briskly turn about, and give a thump on the Bell, 
* that all may know what quarter of the Hour it is. 
9. 29. 

5 In David s Time the Sparrows were allowed a 
Place near God's Altar; in our Days whole Herds 
© of Swine have the ſame Privilege, and no one 
will or dare drive them out. But if a Man trip 

in a Ceremony, out comes the ſacred two- edged 
© Sword immediately, and they are cut off by Do- 
© zens. We have known a well-meaning, but ſtub- 
born Fanatick ſent to the Devil for an Exſter- 
* Offering, becauſe he would not give his Parſon 
© One and two-pence half. penny. p. 30. 

If any one do not obey the Decree, then there 
© is Death in the Pot, and they have no other way 
5-00 — but by Excommunication. p. 32. 

* If you will not buckle, out comes. the Two- 
* handled Rod and bloody Pail, to fright the ftub- 
© born Children into Obedience. p. 34. 

We do not ſee one in twenty of our unclean 
* leprous Prieſts, whoſe notorious Vices make too 
* publick a Noiſe to be unobſerv'd, was ever Excom- 
© municated. . p. 4.7. 

* Inſtead of impoſing ſuitable Penance, Money 
© ſhall be extorted by a Body of Men, who have 

j already ſhew'd us, that they can fet Indulgences 
* to Sale; and that they are willing Men ſhould 
i 
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{ ruin their own Souls, and go very quickly to 

4 * Hell, provided they will pay them To// for their 
1 „ 

400 * All the Diſcipline the Church of England has, 

* kkems to be more to get Money, than to bring 

E. + Sinners 
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Church-Eftabliſhment, &c. 33 

© Sinners to Repentance. Plain Reaſons for Diſſent- 
ing. p. 20, | 

* Great Sins are never enquired into, as the Par- 

© ſon or Curate s being drunk two or three times 

| © a Week, or ſwearing at every other Sentence. 


6 P. 21. 

* Some of the beſt Miniſters in the Church have 
confeſs d, that after forty Years preaching in their 
* Pariſh, they knew not of one Soul converted in 
© all that time. — 

* The Singing-Men and Boys in Cathedrals, as 
* ſoon as they have done Aing there, ate alſo 
.* Adors in the Play-houſes. p. 34. 

Forms ſeem to have been introduced in a time 
* of Degeneracy, when Mens Devotion was lan- 
C guiſhing, and Miniſters, either becauſe of their 
* Ignorance or Indifterency, were not capable of 
making Prayers of their own. Lay-Nonconfor- 
* mity juſtified, p. 22. 

© After a great deal of Money and Time have 
been ſpent in proſecuting an Offender, it is but 
* for him to ſay he Repents, and pay his Fees, 
© and he comes Home. p. 38. 

* The Canons that will be mounted againſt me, 
* I eſteem as Powder without Ball. The Fourtra- 
ture of King James I. and King Charles I. 

What can a Man of Senſe believe, when he 
© ſhall ſee a Prieſt at the Altar acting an Holy Parr, 
* bowing and cringing, approaching the Bread and 
Wine, as tho' the Popiſh Notion of Tranſubſtan- 
; tiation was true? Chriſtianity no State Creature, 


I 3. : 

5 Tis an Invaſion upon the Rights of Mankind, 
* to be determin'd by the Canons of the Church, 
* until they be ratified by Parliament. Convocation 
Craft, p. 58. 

We can foreſee no better Apology for the Con- 
* vocation that fram'd _ Canons, than this, that 

6 FE 7 


34 The DANGER of the 
* they ſeem only to have deſign d them for the 
old ruſty Armour of our Church, to hang up fox 
© Terror, rather than to be us d for Execution; 
and therefore were we of the Laity worthy to 
offer our Advice to a Convocation, we ſhould 
recommend it to them to caſhier theſe ill- natur d 
* Canons, for they are a Randing Reproach to our 
Church. Church Anat. p. 16. | | 
If the Convocation think fit to keep up theſe 
Canons Rill, it were very great Charity to clap 
Padlocks on the Tongues of the People, to prevent 
* their running into the Devil's Clutches, by prating 
© too freely againſt the Orders of our Church. p. 20. 
* Where-ever you find an ignorant Bigot, obſerve 
© him at Church, ſee how zealous he is in the 
© outfides of Devotion, watch how he faces to the 
* Eaſt when he ſays the Creed, how he diſtinguiſhes 
* himſelf by the lowelt Obeyſance at the word 
* Zeſus, what a Scrape he has for the Altar as he 
8 — by it, how loud in the Reſponſes, which 
© however he repeats like a Parrot. Toriſm the 

g * of the Two, — 

© Kneeling at the Sacrament was never known till 
the Papacy of Iionorius. The Surplice was brought 
© into the Church by Pope Adrian; And this Badge 
* of that barbarous Age was borrow'd from the 
Pagan Prieſthood ; yet ſome of our inferior illite- 
rate Clergy, to colour the filthineſs of their Morals, 
affect mightily this Purity of Habit. Their Bowing 
_ at the Altar is an Innovation of the Romiſb Church. 


te 

f The Church-Muſick of the Papiſts is certainly 
© very efficacious in moving the Paſſions: But ſuch, 
for the generality, are our Organs and Organifts, 
our Church-Muſick and Muficians, that the Noiſe 
© ſtrikes Horror, inſtead of inflaming Zeal. The 
* Tones of the Inſtruments, the Inſufficiency of the 
Performers, and the E of the Singers, are enough 
to 


Officious 


Church. Eſtabliſbment, &c. 35 
© to deafen a delicate Ear, and frighten a Perſon o 
© pood Judgment. p. 8. | | 

Their Obſervation of Feſtivals, and in a particu- 
lar manner the 3oth of January, is. as Superſti- 
* tious as the Obſervation of Popiſh Feaſts: The 
Church of Eland complies with theſe Things for 
peace ſake, p. 11. 

Shall we fall-out about Ceremonies, about Po- 
© ſtures and Geſtures, about Hat and Knee, about 
* Garbs and Garments, about Modes and Faſhions, 
and Things which are very far from the Heart? 
* Motrues ta Union, p. 28. | „ 

* To talk of Mitres, and Prieſts, and Sacrifices, and 
Altars, and Holy Days, and New Moons, was right 
enough in the Jewiſh Diſpenſation; but to continue 
© the Language now, is a practical ſuſpicion that this 
s not the Chriſt, Brad. Serm. Nov. 5. p. 14. 

* We have a long while been clouded by Con- 
* fuſions in the Church, by a looſe Prieſthood, who 
* have not only brought in an innnmerable number 
* of Pagan Rites, and Jewiſh Ceremonies, but by 
* their Helliſh Skill have juſt broke through our Con- 
* ſtitution, and almoſt reduc'd her to the Obedience 
of Rome. The Rebel's Doom. p. 42. 

* All that the Committee and others have 
© wrote and faid againſt the Biſhop of Ban- 
gor, is but a Confirmation of what he has ad van- 
© ced againſt the Encroachments of a certain Sett 
© of Prieſts. 4 Second Letter to Dr. Bille, p. 17%. 

The Report of the Committee is become an 

Tibel, to ſay no worſe of it, thrown 
* into the World as a Bone of Strife, farther to 
* embroil Mankind. The Report Reported, p. 8: 

What is ſaid, will ſufficiently ſhew how empty 
* and trifling, as well as unjuſt and injurious, this 
* Proceeding of the Lower Houſe hath been. p. 38. 

I am glad when ] ſee Men ſeek to govem 
* their Faith and PraQtice, not by the great — 

2 =Y 
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* of Men, Churches, Councils, Convocations, or. 
* Aflemblies ; I rejoyce to ſee the Foundations ſha- 
c ken, and the Fabrick ſinking, as we never doubted 
but it would ſome time or other. Pierce Let- 
© zer to Dr. Snape, p. 29, 30. ef 
© They may call themſelves the True Church as 
© long as they pleaſe, and value the Method they 
t 2re in from its Correſpondence with Antiquity ; 
+ bur Cain, Balaam, and Grab are the Fathers from 
* whom they deduce their Character. Indeed, their 
© Way and Notions have been of a long ſtanding, 
© but they are never the more venerable for that, 
© we have no Eſteem for an ancient Wickednels. 
© They may carry their Pedigree higher than the 
© firſt Centuries of Chriſtianity, they are as early | 
as the firſt Century of the World, and the firſt 
© of the Jewiſh Nation, for they have gone in the 
Way of Cain, they ran greedily after the Error of 
© Balaam for a Reward, and periſhed in the Gain- 
t ſaying of Corah. Bradbury's Sermon on the 5th 
November, p. 9. | 
(Can we think that Religion is now put into 
the Hands of Men? Had Men carried their Au- 
© thority no farther than recommending the Goſpel il 
in its Simplicity, unexplain'd and unimproved, | 
s we ſhould not have groaned under the Weight of | 
« Penal Laws. — He is a Heretick that contrives | 
* anew Article of Faith, he is a Schiſmatick that 
* impoſes new Terms of Communion. Thus they | 
have gone in the Way of Cain, firſt entertaining 
* Fancies of their own, and then impaſing them 
upon others; as if the Decency and Order of 
© God's Worlhip had no better Rules, than what | 
© muſt be taken from the Conceits of a Whimſical 
6 Friett. N. 12, 13. 3 1 
* No Diſturbance upon the Account of Reli- 
gion has been fo unnatural, as that of late caus'd | 
Aby the inferior Clergy, in their — 1 
| yes 
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* of England: Theſe Men glory in their being Mem- 
: bers of the High-Church, ( Popiſh Appellation, 


and therefore they are the more fond of that;) 
* but theſe pretended Sons are become her Perſe- 
© cutors, and they exerciſe their Spite and Lyes both 
© on the Living and the Dead. The Snake in the 
© Graſs brought to Light, p.8. | 

* There can be no doubt that the greateſt Num- 
# bers in ſome Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies, inſtead of 
« ſerving the Intereſt of Truth, have had ſomething 
« elſe principally in view. The Duty of Chriftians 
* with reſpett to Human Interpretation, p. 9. 

I have made a ſhort Inquifition into the Power 
* of our preſent Convocations, which may be of 
$ uſe to inform the People how illagally that Par- 
© ty, which arrogated to itſelf the Title of the on- 
© ly True Church-men, has ated in the Caſe of 
the Lord Biſhop of Bangor. Convocation Craft, 
& Preface. | EIN 
e may ſee how cloſely our preſent High- flyers 
© purſue the Steps of their Popiſh Predeceſſors, in 
© reckoning thoſe who diſpute the uſurp'd Power 
of the Church to be Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, or 
* what elſe they pleaſe. p. 30. 

The Report of the Committee is publiſh'd in 
© a very inſolent manner, and that it may bear the 
greater Authority, and have more Effect to in- 
* flame the Minds of the Populace, who are too 
* much debauch'd already from their Loyalty, by 
the ſeditious Arts of the High-Church Faction, 
* it is publiſh'd as the Vore of the Lower Houſe, 
© Nemie Contradicente. This gives too much 
Ground to ſuſpe&, that the Publiſhers at leaſt did 
* this with a ſeditious View, to poſſeſs the Nation 
with an Opinion that the Church is in Danger 
»Y to be Overturn'd by His MaJesTY, fince the 
Sermon was Publiſh'd by His Majeſty's ſpecial 
- Snamnd, A 36 © Gentle 


"— — % 


Gentl emen of the late Committee of Conyocation, 
« you are fully expoſed to the Eye of the Wor 
© and I cannot but lament your Buſying your ſelves 
in an Affair which has turn'd ſo much to your 
© Diſhonour=— One or other of you might have 
found out ſome Beaury-Wz/h to have coverd 
© © theſe Decays which are ſo evident in the Conſti- 
* tution of our Holy Mother. Church Anatomy, the 
6 Dedication. 


My Remarks, Worſhipful Sir, upon this in- 
flaming Miſcellany of Scandal you have juſt 
now read, will he only to * that the 
very {ame Methods are taken by the Proteſtant 
Diſjenters at this time, to ſubvert the Eſta- 
blihment, as were uſed with Succeſs by their 
R 23 Anceſtors, who introduced a new 

Model of Government upon her Ruins; with 
this Difference only, that their Hopeful Poſfe- 
rity, in this Age, outſtrip, if poſſible, the In- 
pudence of their Forefathers. 

And here I beg leave to complain, That 
the Church of England, notwithſtanding the 
Protection ſhe enjoys from Publick Authority, 
has the Misfortune to be left deſtitute and un- 
regarded under theſe Volleys of Reproaches; 
and. lies ao more forſaken by thoſe who pre- 
tend to be her Friends, than ſhe did in thoſe 
Times of Confuſion, when her Overthrow 
was abfolutely determin'd : What I mean, is 
(and I ſpeak it without Reflection) that not 
one of her Sons attempts to apply to the High- 
er Powers to relieve her in her Sufferings, ar 
to prevent the fatal Impreſſions that ſuch ork 
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bels muſt unavoidably fix upon the Minds of 
the People: Her Enemies diſperſe their Poiſon 
with Impunity, and infuſe the Malignity of 
their Principles without Controul; not one 
Magiſtrate, not one Grand-Jury, not one Bo- 
rough or County in England, has mov'd for a 
Redreſs againſt theſe open Violations of ſo 
many Acts of Parliament, againſt ſuch darin 
Outrages upon our Laws both Eccleſiaſti 
and Civil. 

In that Age of Rebellion, when the Diſſenters 
were (as they are now) infecting the whole 
Nation with their Licentious Doctrines, and 
reviling the Conſtitution of the Church, there 
was ſcarce a County in the Kingdom but whoſe 
Nobility, Clergy, Gentry, and Freeholders, 
preſented the inſulting and ſcandalous Deport- 
ment of the Party, in Addreſſes to the Par- 
liament ; and there is one Petition from the 
County Palatine of Cheſter, which is ſo appo- 
ſite to the Circumſtances of the preſent Age, 
that I humbly offer it as a Pattern to our 
Noble Patriots, to inſpire them with that Du- 
tiful Zeal that glow'd ſo warmly in the 
Boſom of their Progemtors, when the Ho- 
nour of the Church of England lay bleeding 
of the ſame Wounds by which her Enemies 
would now rejoyce to ſee her expiring. 


A Peti- 
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4 Petition deliver d in to the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, by Sir Thomas Aſton Baro- 
net, from the County Palatine of Cheſter, 
ſubſerib d by the Nobility, Knights, Miniſters, 
Gentry, and Freeholders, &c. | 


Hereas divers Petitions have been 
lately carried about this County, 
© againſt the preſent Form of Church Go- 
* vernment, and the Hands of many Perſons 
© of ordinary Quality ſolicited to the ſame, 
with Pretence to be preſented to this Ho- 
* nourable Aſſembly ;, which we conceiving not 
* ſo much to aim at Reformation, as. abſo- 
* lute Innovation of Government, and ſuch as 
* muſt give a great Advantage to the Adver- 
* faries of our Religion, we held it our Du 
ty to diſavow them all. 
* When we conſider, that Biſhops were inſti- 
* tuted in the time of the Apoſtles; that they 
* were the great Lights of the Church in all 
the firſt General Councils; that ſo many of 
* them ſow'd the Seeds of Religion in their 
* Bloods, and reſcued Chriſtianity from ut- 
* ter Extirpation in the Primitive Heathen 
* Perſecutions ; that to them we owe the Re- 
* demption of the Purity of the Goſpel we now 
* profeſs, from Romiſb Corruption; that many 
* of them, for the propagation of the Truth, 
* became ſuch Glorious Martyrs; that divers 
* of them lately, and yet living with us, have 
* been ſo great Aſſertors of our Religion, againſt 
its 
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its common Enemy of Rome, and that their 
Government hath been ſo long and oft ap- 
proved by the Common and Statute Law of 
this Kingdom, and as yet nothing in their 
Doctrine Rey taught, diſtant from the 
* Word of God, or the Articles ratify'd by Laws 
In this Caſe, to call their Government a 
Vaſſalage, an intolerable Bondage, to pray 
the preſent removal of them, or, as in ſome 
of their Fetitions, to ſeek the utter Ru- 
ine and Diffolution of their Offices, as Anti- 
chriſtian, we cannot conceive to reliſh of 
Juſtice or Charity, nor can we join with 
mens © wo 
But, on the contrary, when we conſider 
the Tenor of ſuch Writings as are ſpread a- 
mong the Common People, the Tenets preach'd 
publickly in Pulpits, and the Contents of 
many Printed Pamphlets ſwarming among 
us, all of them dangerouſly exciting Diſſobe- 
dience to the Eſtabhiſh'd Form of Government, 
and their ſeveral Intimations of their Deſire of 
the Keys, and that their Congregations may 
execute Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures within them- 
felves 3 we cannot but expreſs our juſt Fears, 
that their Defire is to introduce an Abſolute 
Innovation of Presbyterial Government, where- 
by We, who are now govern'd by the Ca- 
non and Civil Laws diſpers d by twenty-ſix 
Ordinaries, eaſily reſponſal to . Parliaments 
for any deviation from the Rule of Law, 
conceive we ſhould become expoſed to the 
mere Arbitrary Government of a numerous 


0 * Presbytery, 


42 The DANGER of the 
© Presbytery, who together with their Rultng 
© Elders, will ariſe to near Four thouſand 
* Church Governors, muſt needs bear ſo great 
* a Sway in the Common-wealth, that if fu- 
ture Inconveniencies ſhall be found in that 
* Government, we humbly offer to Conſide- 
ration, how theſe ſhall be reducible by Parlia- 
* ments, how conliſtent with a Monarchy, and 
© how dangerouſly conducible to an Anarchy, 
© which we have juſt cauſe to Pray againſt, 
© as fearing the Conſequences would, prove the 
utter loſs of Learning and Laws, which 
© muſt neceſſarily produce an'Extermination of 
* Nobility, Gentry, and Order, if not of Reli- 
© gion. OT 
With what Vehemency of Spirit theſe 
Things are proſecuted, and how plauſibly 
* ſuch Popular Infuſſons ' ſpread, as incline 
to a Party, we held it our Duty to re- 
* preſent to this Honourable Aſſembly, and 
* kumbly Pray, that ſome ſuch preſent Courſe 
may be taken as in your Wiſdom ſhall be 
* thought fit, to ſuppreſs the future Diſper- 
* ſing of ſuch Dangerous Diſcontents among 
the Common People: We having great Cauſe 
* to fear, that of all the Diſtempers that at 
* preſent threaten the Welfare of the State, 
there is none more worthy the mature and 
grave Conſideration of this Honourable A. 
* ſembly, than to ſtop the Torrent of ſuch Spi. 
* rits, before they ſwell beyond the Bounds of 
Government. Then we doubt not but His 
* Majeſty, perſevering in his Gracious Incli- 
| * nation 
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nation to hear the Complaints and relieve 
f fu the Grievances of his Subjects in frequent 
3 © Parliaments, it will ſo unite the Head and 

Body, fo indiſſolubly cement the Affections of 


* * his People to our Royal Sovereign, that with- 
ang out any other Change of Government, He can 


"hy never want Revenue, nor We uffice. 
m_ * We have 1 to annex a Copy of a 
Petition or Libel diſpers'd in this County, 
* which we conceive implies Matter of Dange- 
rous Conſequence to the Peace of the Church 
and State, which we humbly ſubmit to your 
great Judgments, praying it may be read: 
And we ſhall ever pray. | 


The Petition which was ſpread abroad in 
the County of Cheſter, among the Common Peo- 
le, by ſome Private Perjons, to procure Hands, 
but was conceal'd from the Gentry, 


Ul be 

i ber. Shewerh, 

"Ny Hat our Miſeries are ſuch as are Eccle- 
"at at ſiaſtical, and that in regard of the 
State Uſurping Prelates, their lawleſs Dependent 

„ and Officers, and their irregular manner of Wor- 
„ eins God, preſcri'd unto and cruelly 

, Go i "pos d upon us by them; for as touching 

: 45 if the Prelates themſelves, we conceive them 


to be the Pope's Subſtitutes, per Accidens 
at the leaſt, if not by ſolemn Covenanted Allegt- 
ance, as it may appear by their lording it 
over the Lord's Heritage, both Paſtors and 

is FE © en. 


44 The DANGER of the 


* People, and aſſuming the Power of the Key: 
only to themſelves, contrary to God ſacred 
Word | 
* Therefore we humbly petition you this 
* Honourable Aſſembly, as you tender the Glo- 
* ry of God, the King's Prerogative, the Sub- 
5 jets Liberty, the Purity of God's ſacred 
© Ordinances, and the Welfare of Poſterity, 
* or wiſh the Downfal of Antichriſ{ and his 
* Adherents, to ſtir up the Zeal and Strength 
F wherewith the Lord hath endued you, and 
* couragiouſly proceed, unto your immortal 
* Praife, againſt theſe his ighty Enemies, and 
6 ſecret Underminers of the good Eſtate of our 
Church and Common-wealth, and wtterh 
* diſſolve their Offices, which give Life to the 
_ * moſt Superſtitious Practices in the Worſhip 
* of God; and fo, together with the utter 
* Ruin of their Antichriſtian Offices and Go- 
* vernment, we alſo humbly pray may fall to the 
Ground their Inpious Courts, with all ther 
* Dependent Cffcers, even from the Chancel-W 
* lors to the Purators, their corrupt Canons 
© Book of Articles, the Engliſh refin d Maſol 
* Book of Common-Prayer, with all their Popiſif 
* inſignificant Ceremomes therein contained; the 
*. /iri impoſing whereof, bath driven out ol 
* this our Engliſh Nation any of our moſt able 
t and Godly Miniſters, and other His Maje 
* jeſty's moſt Loyal Subjects, able both foi 
© Perſon and Eſtate to have done Service to 
God, our Aing, and Country, 
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Thie Libel is ſo exact a Tranſcript of Diſſen- 
ting Zeal, that I have no Occaſion to pro- 


ceed any farther with my Obſervations upon 
this Subject. 


| ED — * — 


S HRA 


Reflections of the Proteſtant Diſſenters upon 
the Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge. 


; HE Clergy of the Church of Erg/and never 
r ſhew'd themſelves in ſo fair a point of View, 
© as lately, when a Seminary of Learning and Re- 
* ligion was turn d into an Aſylum for Rebels and 
* Traytors, and when a Gang of the moſt vile and 
* profligate Papiſts were conceal'd and protetted at 
* Oxford; and I muſt ſay this to the Honour of 
that Foundation of Learning, that it ſeems to have 
* laid afide the Sin of Hypocriſy, tor now the whole 
* Study and Labour of too many of its Members, 
are openly employ'd to promote Popery and Rebel- 
lion; nay, ſuch is their Zeal for ſo glorious a 
* Cauſe, that they ſeem deſirous to ſuffer for it; 
© and therefore J heartily wiſh that thoſe who 
© have it in their Power, will be ſo good as to gratify 
© them in that Particular. Zea! of the Tories, 
” Þ. 13. | 

. No young Pedant or Bouteſeau that came reek- 
© ing from either of the Univerſities, but as ſoon as 
* he mounted the Pulpit, all his little Stock of 
© Hloquence, and leſs of Divinity, was laid out 
© in Lying againſt the Diſſenters. Reaſons for an 
* Union, p. 36, : 
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* Tis a pretty thing, for a young Fellow that 
© has been perhaps a Servitor in a College, Juſt 
© come from running of Errands, to be all at once 
* made a Spiritual Prince. This Conceit makes 
the poor young Fellow ſtrut, and look haughty, 
* contemn the Laity, and treat all Mankind in ſuch 
an inhuman Way, as none could do but a petu- 
* lant Prieſt. Chriſtzanity no State Creature, p. 16. 

* Theſe furious Blades of the Univerfities, when 
* they come to Country Corporations, have the 
Direction of the Magiſtrates Conſciences, are their 
* Contellors and Companions, and breathe- into 
them their Academical Heat and Paſſion, which 
© breaks out into Faction and Diſloyalty : Where- 
fore tis plain, if any Places ought to be viſited, 
the Work ſhould be begun at Oxford and Cam- 
* bridge. Fuction in Power, p. 54. 

One would think that the pert Sophiſts that 
are ſent from thence on Tory Miſſions, were ra- 
ther poſſeſs d than inſpir d; and that inſtead of 
© a Genius, they were each added by a Demon, 
6. 

7 The great Original of the Immorality and ſcan- 
* dalous Lives of thoſe Wretches who call them- 
* ſelves at this time the Clergy, is the preſent de- 
generate State of the Univerſities where they are 
© bred, and where they imbibe Principles of Levity 
and Profaneneſs, inſtead of Piety and Learning. 


* Reaſons for viſiting the Univerſities, p. 7. 


What Wonder will it be that the inferior Cler- 
© gy are debauch'd in Morals, diſloyal in Politicks, 
* hererical in Principles, profane in Converſation, 
* wien we ſhall trace them back to their Erudi- 
tion, and find that they were bred up in all theie 
at the Colleges. where they ſuck in Vice inſtead 
© of Virtue, profligate Manners inſtead of Modeſty 
and Sobriety, and Profaneneſs inſtead. of Piety ; 
* there they learnt to trifle with Oaths, ſwallow 

| * them 
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© them careleſly, obſerve them negligently, and 
* conſtrue them jeſuitically. p. 15. 5 

The Diligence of the Inferior and Dignify d 
« Clergy in debauching the Minds and Morals of 


the Country, the Encouragement they give by their 


* wicked Examples to all manner of Vice and Im- 
© morality z whence are we to derive this, but from 
© the Practice of our Univerſities, that are now be- 
* come Schools of Debauchery, and Harbourers of 
* all ſorts of Vice? The Heads of Houſes, ProQtors, 
« Vice-chancellors, &c. are too viſible Men not of 
like Paſſions only, but of like Vices with other 
r 

- The Tutors are in many Colleges negligent of 
© the Morals of their Pupils, nay, rather Promoters 
© than Reſtrainers of their Vices, and only careful 
to jnſtill difloyal Principles into them. p. 24. 

. Under ſuch Tutors the Youth have grown up 
© to a degree of Wickednels paſt Recovery; from 
© hence we ſee a dreadful Defection of Morals, 
even in every Corner of the Nation, among thoſe 
* who; ſerve at the Altar, and adminiſter in Holy 


© Things, to the abominable Scandal of the whole 


Body, and to the increaſe of Vice and Profaneneſs. 


| g P. 25, 26. | | 


© Do we not every Day ſee that young Gentlemen 
© come from the Univerſities, honour'd with the 
© uſual Degrees, furniſh'd with holy Orders; but as 
© to their Heads and Hearts empty of Literature, void 
© of ſerious Religion, or of any thing gravely in- 
* clin'd to the ſearch after it; rather finiſh'd in a- 
Capacity of being ſuperlatively Wicked, than fur- 
* niſh'd with Principles of Virtue, or inur'd to a 
© Modeſt and Religious Life? Do we not ſee them 
run out to all kinds of Libertics, and legitimating 
* to others, by their wicked Example, the Practice 
of thoſe things of which they ought to ſhew an 
* Abhorrence? We ſee them perfeddted in * Pra- 
ctices 


F 
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* Qices by a long ſeries of Liberty, and only aft- 
ing and behaving Abroad what they were Natu- 
© ralizd to before, by the conſtant Uſage of the Uni- 
« yerſities, and the utter Negligence of Tutors and 
© Governors. P. 28. 

* The Impreſſions which the ill Government of 
the Univerhties permits an early Habit of Wick- 
* edneſs to make in the Minds of the Students, is 
© the Reaſon of propagating the like Vices, and li- 
ving in the like wicked Practices in the ſeveral 
* Pariſhes where the Students happen to ſettle. 
© Þ. 30. | BY Bs. 

* Such of the Clergy who daily iſſue out of the 
© Schools, and are planted as Opportunity and their 
© private Intereſts guide them, are as fo many Miſ- 
* ftonaries ſent abroad to plant Jacobitiſin and Diſ- 
* loyalty through the Kingdom. Oxford and Cam- 
* bridge, inftead of being Seminaries of Learning and 
« Piety, are really Nurſeries of Rebellion and Trea- 
* ſon, Difobedience and Dangerous Practices. p. 33. 

© It .is evident, that the Univerſities at this time 
are over run with Faction and Principles of Rebel- 
lion, and that the Enemies of the Government re- 
ceive Encouragement from thence, to carry on and 
* ſupport the ſame Diſaffection in other parts of the 
ä | 

Thus the Univerfities, thoſe Neſts or Cages of 
unclean Birds, would be effectually cleanſed. p. 64. 

The Streams of a neighbouring Univerfity have 
* run ſo foul, and corrupted our Youth to Popery, 
that our Gracious Sovereign was forced to be at 
© the Expence of part of an Army to cohabit there 
* for ſome time to quiet thoſe Graceleſs Babes. The 
* Snake in the Graſs brought to hight. p. 21. 

What a Bleſled and Happy Nation had we been 
* by this time, if the Learning and Eloquence of 
* our Univerſities and Cay had been employ d in 
promoting true Piety, inſtead of Perſecution, and 
* the 


' Chittch-Eftabliſbment, dc. 49 
. - © the private Intereſt of Prieſts, under the Name of 
F the Church! Miller's Account, &c. p. 195. 
I A Proud, Boats Fierce, and Unſociable Spi- 
„tit, à Spirit of wneſs, Party- Cenſoriouſneſs 
f and Bigottry, has prevail d in Oxford ever ſince 
* the Reformation. State Anat. Part I. p. 71 
a ' © Little ace Dicpln is regarded, except as to 
© the wearing of Habits, Capping Maſters and Fel- 
* lows, with I know not what Fooleries belides. 
92 my | 
Nor can you eafily yay the ſenſeleſs Pride 
and Don- Quixotiſin of Oxford, whete nothing is 
* ſo common in their Mouths, than that they can at 
any time turn the Nation as they pleaſe, and that 
therefore no King dares diſoblige them. p. 73. 
When Barbariſm and. Ignorance, Turbulency 
„and Sedition ate baniſhed out of that delicious 
Spot. p. 74. | 


What a Figure muſt the Nobility and Gen- 
try of England bear, in the Eyes of Chriſten- 
dom, when the Univerſities, which had the 
forming of their Educations, are repreſented 
reeking with ſuch Debaucheries about them, 
as would be almoſt a Scandal to fix upon the 
Publick Brothels * What Indignities, Wor- 
ſhipful Sir, are here thrown. upon your own 
Character, who, I preſume, finiſhd your 
Studies in one of theſe Renowned Bodies E 
What a Reproach to our Nation and to our 
Laws will it be, when a Foreigner has Au- 
cen | thority in plain Engliſh to relate Abroad, that 
of MW Whoredom and Drunkenneſs, Vice, and the 
d in W moſt execrable Villainies are maintain'd in 
and Great-Britain by Publick Salaries, by the Do- 

3 H | nation 


* 


: 


ple, and ſpread the curſed Infection over the 
whole Kingdom? | LES P 


branding theſe Magnificent Fo 


 edly from that Averſion they conſtantly pro- 
feſs againſt Human Learning; and to skreen 


of Honour, Power, and Intereſt in the 


© Conventicling Schools or Acadamies | of 


ſhops? That 


30 _ The DANGER: of the 
nation of Kings, and the Benefaction of Bi- 

bs Profeſſors of Atbeiſm and Pro- 
aneneſs are ſupported by Stipendt and Exbi- 
bitions, and our'iY outh train d up in a State 
of Perjury and Licentiouſneſs, on purpoſe to 
qualify them to taint the Morals of the Peo- 


The Defign' of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, in 
br; tions with 
ſuch reproachful CharaQers, proceeds undoybt- 


from the Cenſures of the World their on 
Stinking Academies, that openly bid Defiance i 
to our Laws, and whoſe looſe and fantring 
Diſcipline much more juſtly deferves ſuch 
Ignominious Deſcriptions. * I have only one 
* Thing wore to add, and by way of Requeſt 
* to you, Great Men, you who are Perſons 


Government; and I hope will ſhew to what 
great and good Purpoſes you are ſo; and it 
is, That you would employ the utmoſt of this 
* your Power and Intereſt both with the King 
and Parliament, to ſuppreſs, utterly to ſup- 
© preſs and extinguiſh thoſe Private, Blind, 


* Grammar and Philoſophy, ſet up and taughs 
* ſecretly by Fanaticks, here and there 
the Kingdom over. A Practice, which, 1 


— — — — — 
* Dr. South upon the Education of Touth, p. 44. 1 } 
| | © W1 


Church-Eftabliſhment; &c. 5 
Bi- © will undertake to prove, looks with a more 
pro- threataing Aſpect upon the Government, 
i- than any one Fanatical or Republican En- 
tate W © eroachment made upon it beſides. For this 
© is the direct and certain Way to bring up, 
and uate a Race of mortal Enemies 


* Conventicles ; but believe it, it would be 
but Labour in vain to go about to fuppreſs 
them, while theſe Nurſeries of Diſobedience 
are ſuffered to continue. For thoſe firſt and 
* early Averſions to the Government, which 


< theſe ſhall infuſe into the Minds of Chil- 


ſons Wl © dren, will be too ſtrong for the cleareſt 
the W © After-Convidions, which can paſs' upon 
what W them when they are Men. So that what 
d 5 * theſe Under- ground Workers have once 
£ 


© planted a Bryar, let no Governor think, 
that by all the Arts of Clemency and Con- 
deſcenſion, or any other Cultivation what- 
* ſoever, he ſhall be able to change into a 
© Roſe. Our Anceſtors, to their great Ho- 
* nour, rid the Nation of Wolves, and it 
* were well, if (notwithſtanding their Sheeps 
*- Cloathing)) the Church could be rid of them 
* too; but that neither will, nor can ever 
be, ſo long as they ſhall be ſuffered to 

| H 2 reed 
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F breed up their Litters amongſt us. Good 
God! Can all Hiſtory ſhew us any .Churgh 
* or State ſince the Creation, that has been 
*-able to ſettle or ſupport, it ſelf by ſuch Me- 
* thods?: I can, I thank God, (Iooking both 
Him and my Conſcience in the Face) ſo- 
lemnly and ſeriouſly affirm, that I abbor 
* every thing like Cruelty to Mens Perſons; 

as much as any Man breathing does, or 
can; but for all that, the Government 
* muſt not be ruined, nor Private Intereſts 
F ſerved to the Detriment of the Publick, 
though upon the moſt plauſible Pretences 
* whatſoever. And therefore it will certain» 
* ly .concern the whole Nobility, Gentry, 
* and. all the ſober Commonalty of the Na- 
© tion, for the ſake of God, their Prince, 
F thejr Country, and their own dear Poſte- 
© xity,'to lay this important Matter to Heart. 
2 F or unleſs theſe lurking Subterraneous Neſts 
of Diſloyalty and Schiſm be utterly broken 
F up and diſmantled, all that the Power. and 
Wit of Man can do to ſecure the Govern- 
ment againſt that Faction which once de- 
* ſtroyed it, will fignify juſt. nothing. It 
will be but as the pumping of a Leaky Veſſel, 
* which will be ſure to fink for all that, when 
the devouring Element is ſtill ſoaking, and 
* working in an hundred undiſcerned Holes, 


0 24 18 3 16 1 4 
t e ,caft.ont Only at pn. 
it iir 8 


92 


CHAP. 


Church-Eftabliſhment, & r. 53 


* 
4 


err. 


Refteffions pon the Diſcipline, Clergy, and 
Tait of {9 Church of England: Extra- 
Fed wholly from Mr. Pierce's Vindication of 


the Diſſemers. 


T HE Church of England has ſo ſurfeited me 
1 with Impoſitions, that J am utterly averſe to 
© them. Preface. | | 

This confirms me in my Perſuaſion, That the 
* Diſſenting Cauſe ſhall triumph over the Malice 
*of its Enemies; that it ſhall be own'd and ap- 
* plauded, when Human Inventions in the Worſhip 
© of God ſhall be utterly aboliſh'd. Preface. 
The King may Ordain, if he pleaſe, or appoint 
* whom he will, Presbyters or Lay-men, to perform 
* that Office, and can, when he has a mind, reſume 
* that Power, which he delegated to any of them. 
of A 4 5 

The Papiſts have triumph'd over the Church of 
England, and I think juſtly. P. 13. 

The Precepts of the Phariſees and our Gentle- 
men of the Hierarchy, are both built upon the 
* ſame Foundation, and deſerve equal Reſpect and 
© Obedience.—— We have ſeen Drunkards, Whore- 


- © mongers, profane Swearers and Curſers (who, in 


* imitation of the Jews, have been continually cry- 
ing The Church, The Church) fondly careſt bythe 
Gentlemen of the Hierarchy. p. 17. ; 
. © Trifling Impertinencies are the chief Things a- 
© bout which the Government of the Church of Er- 
gland is concern d. p. 32. 

The Canons of 1603 denounce a great many 
n © Excom- 
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Excommunications againſt Perſons that ate far 


from deſerving them. p. 91. 


p Convocations ar not much to be regarded. p. 
41 4. ; * I. | | 
Our Ad vexſaries are moſt reſtleſs in. their Endeas 


vours to obtrude their Hierarchy and Ceremonies ; 


0 They are never ſatisſied while they cannot by Force 
«\or Fraud engage others to reſtore thoſe Remnants 
of Popery which they have retain'd themſelves. 
5. 166. 

* If we may judge of the Canons by. the Practice 
© of the Church, they were never defign'd againſt 
Gaming, Drinking Miniſters, but againſt ſuch as 
would be hardy enough to diſpute their Power 
and Authority. P. 174. 3 

© ©The Clergy us'd to regard their own Intereſt 
© more than the Merits of any Cauſe. p. 188. 
The Ceremonies.of the Church of Eglrad are 
dear, at the Price ot one ſingle Half. penny. . 211. 
It is notorious, all manner of Wickedneſs (the 
© worlt Hereſy,) which was much diſcourag'd and 
© ſuppreB'd in the Interregnum, came in like a Flood 
© together with the Hierarchy. p. 219. 
- . * The Biſhops, however rugged they have ſhewn 
© themſelves to the Diſſenters, yet they can be as 
tame and pliable as may be to a Court, when 
they have any Ends to ſerve by it. p. 227. 

1 1 is worth while to ſhew the baſe Arts, where- 
© by our Adverſaries procured that Inhuman AZ (the 
Ad of Uniformity) to be paſs d in Parliament. a. 
"4a een e Bal 
© Archbiſhop Shellon and Biſhop Ward were ea- 
© ger Sticklers for the Act of Un;formity, with all 
* its noterious Cruelty and Wickedneſs. p. 239. 

Nor can 1 ſee. any .Reaſon why an abſolute Li- 
© berty in Matters of Region, ſhould not be granted 


| No, 


. my 


"IX; 


T* MA Wwe, * 


. © come over to us. p. 275. 


© the whole 
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Church. Eſtabliſument, &© 55 
* from a Convocation l 273. b 
Let the whole Chriſtian World judge, whether 


the moderate and peaceable Church-men ſhould 
not alter their Meaſures, 


forſaking the Commu- 
nion of Schiſmaticks (the Church of Exland,) and 


Our Clergy-men appear ſo little 
Friends to the Trading part of the Nation, that 
they can hardly ſpeak of them without Contempt. 


p. 277. 22 | | 
bt if & had been ſaid. what is pretended, that v 
many of the Leaders of the Church have little elſe 
to diſtinguiſh them from Heathens, or to perſuade a 
* Belief of their Chriſtianity, but an empty Name, 
and a blind Zeal for what they call the Church; 
* there are a very great many Clergy- men, who take 
© care to make the Words good: There have been 
5 Heathens who would have bluſh'd at the 
x &, Debauchery, and Perjury with which 
Nation is ſenſible they are chargeable. 
N 280. To 


If our Clergy did not gape after Honours 
© and fat Benefices, they would rather —— them- 
© felves in perſuading our Rulers to reſtore Peace, 
than in reviling Brethren, and wreſting the Words 
* of Ancient and Modern Authors, to put the better 
Colour upon their Cauſe. - But what will not the 
© love of Money do? p. 2. Part II. . 

* The Epiſcopal Clergy, out of a dread of Schiſin, 
do not ſee they are guilty of it. p. 2. Part II. 

© We have always affirm'd, the Ceremonies pre- 
$ — * the Liturgy ſavour d of Superſtition. p. 9. 
Part | | | 46 
The ſame Relicks of Popery are now retain d. 
* 9. 10. Part II. : 
Let the Church of Eyland be aſhamed, which 
* commits ſo many thouſand Souls in England — 

TT . [ 
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The DANGER ef 'the | 
* both the Indies, o che fingle Care of the Biſtiopof 
1 of Chori- 


© London. p. 46. Part. III. 
I any Singing, with its Appu 
© ſters, andSinging-men, ſhould ipread itſelf into but 
« Parochial Churches, we may bid 2 adieu to Religion 
© and Piety. p. 94. Part 

© The . — belonging to Cathedrals cannot make 
« Arnends, by their Preaching for the 1 done 
« in theſe Cathedrals, Towns and Cities, by the Tribe 
& * 215 Fer ll. men, Organiſts, and fuck. l e Fellows. 

n 


82 25 is —ů 49 of our Adverſaries fondly to dote 
upon, and extreamly to admire all the many Irr- 
encies of their Conſtitution. p. 291. Part III. 
The Clergy often endeavour to refute, in theit 
« Sermons, the Doctrine they have ſubſerib'd i in the 
4 Homilies and Articles. p. 260. Part III. 
© Ignorant Fellows, if they are but Rich, often 
get the fatteſt Benefices. Our Nation abounds with 
diſſolute Clergy-men, the Shame of their Country 
sand the holy Function. p. 255. . Part III. 
The Laws of the Church ſerve to advance bit- 
ter 19% and Strife. p. 280. Part III. 


c 


| The Reaſon, Worſhipful Sir, that induc 4 
me to diſpoſe of the preceding Collection by 
itſelf, was, becauſe the Charitable Mr. Pierce 
is a Gentleman of F igure, of the moſt Apoſtolic 
Moderation, of the moſt Chriſtian Temper, and 

is eſteem'd as the Evangelical Doftor of the 
—— in this Kingdom: He is a Man 
of Letters, can make Lots Bell i and has his 
Name prefix d to a large Book in that Anti- 
ohriſtian Language: He is the Champion of 
the * enters the Liſts confidently, and 
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- Chirch-Eftabliſtiment, Sc. 55 


whatever be offers to the Publick, is receiv'd 
as the general Sentiments of the whole Par- 
6 TFT . = F. &a f:31vg | WL IOAKY 


ty. wr : "Ae" OS , » 
Aud here; admit me to obſerve, that this 


Vindication of the Diſſenters, from whence 1 


have drawn out this Academy of Compliments, 
is Dedicated in a very grave manner to the 


Miniſters of Scotland; equally great thete fore, 


I feat, will be che Crime of this Diſſentine 
Ladr, for defaming the Effabliſbment and 
the "Clergy of England in ſuch Black Co- 
lours, and offering them as a Preſent to the 


; Church of Scotland, with mine, for reflecting 


upon the Scots Efabliſbment, and preſenting it 
to the People of England. What lis Views were, 

throwing fo much Dirt upon the Engliſh E- 

abliſbment, are beſt known to his own Breaſt; 
but if it ſhould be my Misfortune to be charg'd 
with Sedition, for traducing the Efabliſbment of 
Scotland, an Incendiary of theſame Rank in my 
Opinion, is That Diſſenter, who has expoſed 
the E/abliſhment of England in as reproachful 
a manner; for it would be inexcuſable to 
ſuppoſe, that the Engliſh Eftabliſbment is not 
as Effential to the Union of the Two King- 
doms, as that of Scotland; or that the Security 
of one Eſtabliſhment is not at leaſt as Sacred 
in the Eyes of the Government as the Repoſe 
of the other. 

But the Inſolence of this Separatiſt advan- 
ces much farther in this Treatiſe; he not on- 
ly publiſhes his Book by ſeveral Impreſſions in 
the Metropolis of this F (i in Oppolition 

] to 


53 _ The DANGER of the 
to the preſent ablifbment of the Church, but 
directs ks —— Body of the Reformed 
Religion Abroad, with a Deſign eternally to 
ſligmatiſe the Conftitution and the Clergy, and 
to make them look ſcandalous for ever in the 
Eyes of all the Reformed Churches. rf 


I ſhall not trouble yon, Worſhipful Sir, by 
drawing the Parallel any farther, between the 
Writings of this Gentleman 'and my. Own ; 
.tho' I preſume it is impoſſible that my Re- 
flections upon the Church of Scotland, Printed 
at a great Diſtance, and perhaps unread by 
any one Perſon in the whole Kingdom, can be 
of fo fatal Importance to that Eſtabliſhment, 
as the Charaders of this Author, that have 
born ſeveral Impreſſions, Here, within our own 
Bowels, are dedicated to the Clergy of Scot- 
land, and ditected to the Divines of all the 
| Reformed Churches, muſt be allowed to be, to 
the Security and Honour of the Church of 
England. | 


This, Sir, I offer as my own private Opi- 
nion, which I ſhall be ready, upon all Occait- 


ons, to facrifice to the much Wiſer Determi- 
nation of my Superiors. 


CHAP. 


ue Eulen, dc 35 


* . 
% ? f 


CHAP. VII. 


Reflefions upon the Royal Progenitors of His 
preſent Majeſty  Publiſh'd fince His * 
3 to the Throne. | 


HE following Sheets may ſerye- as a Look- 
ing-Glaſs, wherein may be ſeen the Hypo- 
6 « al, — and Perſidiouſneſs of King 
James J. Charles the Iſt. and 11d. and James the IId. 
Preface to the Reader f the Pourtratture of 
King James he Iſt. and King Charles tbe I. Prin- 


d 1717 
FI. James the Iſt. was begot by the Pope of 

© —— on the Body of the Church of Rome; and 
if the Church of Rome be à Spiritual or Eccle- 
* tiaſtical Whore, and ſhe is Ly Mother, I'll ſay 
- no more, but. Eno. — p. 

Fut Ring James the Iſt. and King Charles the It. 
* the Father and Son together ; . vis. their Actions, 
© Dealings, Swearings, c. in à Sack, and ſhake 
a them well, and then you'll ſee whether Y the 
© greater Papiſt, or the greater ——— p. I 

Having open'd this Natural and Spiritual Mon- 

* grel King James the Iſt, and ſeen his Papiſtical 
* Heart _ Popiſh Intrails, I think, for a while, to 
lay him aſide; but at preſent being weary with 
* raking in ſuch Rubbiſh, I will now, for my Re- 
* Ireſhment diſſect the Son, whereby you will ſee 
he is a Chip of the old _ and no Baſtard, 
© but Dad's non Child. p. 2 a 

King Charles the IId, after "his Father's Death 
« fled into Holland, France, Nc. where {till, under * | 
Education of his Mother, he was Nurs'd _ 
the Roman Religion: He ſtayed twelve 
« with her, a Papilt till ; at his Return he — 2 


I 2 * Papiſt, 
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* Papiſt, and fo continued under a Proteſtant Mask 
x till he died, His whole Reign he employed for 

* the DeſtruQtion of his Proteſiznt Subj P. 35. 

King Charles the Ift. if he died a Martyr, it 
F Was in the Cauſe of Popery, pr he hou, 71 
other Religon. p. 38. 

It has — and Rill is a Matter of Aftoniſh- 
ment to me, to ſee Men ſo ſadly bewitched, 
about the Death of King 1 55 the It, Þ 
*-nonizing him for a Martyr. - p. 3 

I proteſt 1 have turned over all maner of of Texts 
* relating to the Cauſes of Sufferings of Death b 
the Aye but not under one of em can 1 fn 
l CR. ſb that I am afraid he is either no Martyr 

or has loſt his Title-Ticket, The Scripture, * 
" this ee be wr for his derte t 1 8 

an extraordinary Pair © acl e getting o 
heck I deſpair of. P. er 1 Pater? 

+ He died as a Criminal who had committed 

* Hg gh-Treaſon, and other High Crimes againſt the 

nowh and Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, 
t to which he was ſubject as well as any of his 
F f SubjeRts - Now to canonize the King for a Mar: 

s. tyr, who ſufter'd Death by the Laws of the Land, 
* (he being Hable to the Laſh and Penalty of the 
$ fame, as well as others) 1 cannot unfold. p. 45. 

+ The Charge accuſes him, and he cannot acquit 
#1 © himſelf thereof; and fince he could not acquit 
* himſelf, the Court condemns him as guilty of 

t the Charge. 2 46. 

„ I wonder how it came n that his Name 

* was inſerted in the Calendar, having no Example 
* or Authority for it, unleſs it was by the means 
« of his Father, the Pope. Example there is none, 
+ for he is the firſt King canohiz d as a Martyr for 
A ſuftering as a Criminal; and Authority there is 
not any. Now, Gentlemen, endeavour after 2 
* heq arty Repomance for the Idolatry you have been 


* guilty 


Churth-Eftabliſiment;] &c 6 
xy of, blot: him out of the Calendar of Four 


„and out of your Common Calendar, for 
% ebe wald ade do it there. 7. 30, 


% Inchas thoughticſs waiitonrReigh (of King Chirtes 
„the IId.) when the Wealth and — of the 


. Nation was draining oft as falt as poppig, to fup- 
d = the Extravagances of a debauch d Court. 
Þ, wo! e in the Swbjetts of Great-] Britain 


or C l fs, F. 23. 
fo The 1 Thr 55 e Hale is little more than 
© "the Shih 'of 'a Party, the Word of Battle, a 


ö — for young Declaimers to whet their Wits 
upon, and an nity (may I not ſay) to 
— God, and to rail on their Fellow SubjeQs: 

On all theſe Accounts, I fay, ti tis our Opinion, the 
Nation would ſuffer nothing, if that pretended Faſt 
were no more N. of. Groves $ ermon on the 

5th = November, # | 
bar to he Trent: -ninth of May, we have 
, * this to obſerve, that if it ſaw the Reſtauration of 

* a King (whoſe Perſonal Character I meddle not 
with, ) it {aw Vice and Profaneneſs reſtored with 
him. ibid. 

* The Family of the 8 always begun their 
| Reign with Perſecution in ſome d or other, 
uit either in Ads of Uniformity, or Acts to prevent 
uit * Occaſional Conformity; ſo that long before this 
of MW * time they had promi ed themſelves that the Nation 
| * would neither have Law nor Goſpel, but as the 
me Court was pleas'd to give them, Bradbury / Ser- 
ple non, November 5. p. 25. F 


ans WW 1 never could ſee Reaſon to think the Sin of 
ne, © the Thirtietb of January was a National one, 
for * that ſhould oblige us to Faſt Yearly ſo long a time 

is * after it. Pierce's Sermon on the 3oth of January, 


a the Preface. 
Every 


62 The DANGER of the 
Every one of the Stuarts either favoured, or pro- 

fes d, or promoted Popery, the late incomparable 

* Queen Mary excepted. State Anatomy, Fart I. 


5. | 
Nane I. of his Subjects had ſmall Care; 
© our Honour was almoſt annihilated by the luxuri- 
* ons fantring Deportment of Charles II. p. 80, 


Whether it can be for the Honour of a Prince 
to deſcend from the Line of ſuch Inglorious 
Anceſtors, or whether it advances the Dignity 
of the Proteflant Succeſton, to have the Roya 
Fountains of the Family diſcharge ſo corrupted 
a Stream of Popery, Tyramy, and Lewdnefs, 
Heave to you, Str, who are the niceft Judge 
of Hononr, to pronounce : But, forgive me 
one Remark upon the Inſolence of theſe Re- 
publican Incendiaries, who have the Front to 
diſtinguiſn thoſe Crimes by the Names of In- 
nocence and Juſtice, that ſtand condemn d 
by our Laws for Murder and Rebellion, and 
impudently think, by aſperſing the Royal Race 
of our Proteflant Monarchs, they make their 
Court to the Prince upon the Throne ; when 
the whole Kingdom, upon the Anniverſary of 
Bis 4cceſſion, are commanded to magnify the 
Divine Goodnefs for fixing his preſent Majeſty 
xpon the Throne of his Anceflors © 


CHAP. 


— 7 2 


P. 
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c HA. vm 


Some General Remarks upon the foregoing Re- 


flections: With 4 Specimen of the Lord 
Biſhop of Bangor's late Treatment of the 
Church of England. x 


HUS. Worſhipful Sir, I have brought 
to a Concluſion a Specimen of the Re- 
flections that the Proteſtant Diſſenters have 


thought fit to fix upon the Eſtabliſhment and 


the Clergy of the Church of England; which, 
I aſſure you, for me, had been eternally for- 
gotten, if I thought I could do Juſtice to my 


own Character, without making the Diſcovery : 


I preſume, by this time, there wants no Evi- 
dence to ſupport whatever Deſigns I charg d 
upon theſe Separating Brethren, in my Weekly 
Writings; and that I was too juſtly alarm'd 
with Apprehenſions of approaching Danger, 
when I oblſerv'd how indefatigably theſe Deſ- 
perate Inſinuat ions were inſtill'd into the Po- 


pulace, and how greedily they were receiv d. 


Who could fit Lazy and Lamenting, when 
Chriſtianity in all its Principles was inſulted, 
vilified and buffoon d, its Orders and Ordi- 
nances expoſed, and the whole Body of 


the Exgliſb Clergy loaded with ſuch enormous 
Villanies as would make a Mahometan Trem- 


ble? In the Name of God, Sir, what muſt 
Honeſt Men think? What muſt Thinking Men 


fear? And what muſt Men of Integrity dc _— 
of 
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they fold their Arms, and ſleep upon à Preci- 
pice? Muſt no Notice be given to the Ignc- 
rant and Unwary of ſuch Men, ſuch Practices, 
and ſuch Boot? And muſt it be Criminal . 
to lament, that there is not an effectual Stop 
put to ſuch growing Miſchefs > = £ 
From whence the Proteſtant Dilſenters re- 
ceive their Aſſurance to cry out in ſo audaci- 
ous a manner againſt a National Church, or 
under what Protection they flatter themſelves 
with Inprnity in diſcharging ſuch Vollies of 
Infamy and Lyes, I confeſs I am unable abſo- 
Hutely to decide; but I am induced to be- 
lieve that the Falſhood and Reproaches, the 
open Indignities, and the more fatal Treache- 
ries of a Party who are bred within the Bow- 
els of the Church of England, in a great mea- 
ſure contribute to give a Luſtre to the Sepa- 
ration, and to foment-the Religious Differences 
in this Kingdom: The unbounded Licenſe 
that a few Rambling Divines aſſume to them- 
ſelves, in ſinking the Dignity and the Privileges 
of our Eft abliſhment, and ſiding (contrary to the 
moſt ſolemn Obligations of Subſcriptions and 
Oaths) with the Diſſenting Cauſe, muſt certainly 
ive a Spirit and a Shelter to thoſe Profane Li- 
{lerswho grow hardned in their Scandal, un- 
der the Protection of ſo Great Examples; and 
imagine themſelves ſafe in their Villany, when 
they meet with Encouragements that not on- 
ly. applaud, but give a Sanction to their Li- 
centious Principles. 


I could, 


Church Eſtabliſbment, c. 65 
I could, if it were conſiſtent with the li- 
mits of my Deſign, preſent you with a large 
Collection of the Opinions of theſe Latitudina- 
rian Gentlemen, who neſtle themſelves, and 
grow fat by the Revenues of the Church, and 
yet with the the moſt ſanctified Ingratitude, 
are infinitely more ſevere in their Invectives 
upon her than the moſt fou - mont hd Diſſenter, 
or the wildeft Libertine ; but I ſpare you the 
Fatigue of looking over all the unnatural In- 
ſtances of Barbarity, by which thefe Graceleſs 
Sons have ſo flagrantly diſtinguiſh'd themſelves: 
I entreat your Patience, only to caſt an Eye up- 
on fome few of thoſe reſpe@tful Characters that 
a very extraordinary Prelate has lately taken 
upon him to beſtow upon the Church of Er- 
gland; as well to diſcover to you the Patron 
of ſome of the adove-mention'd Reflections, as 
to juſtify the Notice J have taken of the Prin- 


ciples of this Proteſfant Biſhop in the courſe of 
my late Writings. | 


The Sentiments of the Lord Biſhop of Bangot 
upon the Eſtabliſhment and the Diſcipline 
of the Church of England. 


© F Muſt preſume to declare it as my Judgment, 
1 that an Eflabiſbment without Liberty, (and 


© ſuch was the Genuine Etftabliſhment ot the Church 
* of England) tho at firſt an Eflabliſpment of a Me- 
* thot of Worſhip, Government and Diſcipline very 
good and blameleſs in itſelf, yet would procure 
© and at laſt end in, jaſt ſuch a Peace, Stupidity 
* and 'Lerþargy, as is not only ſcen but felt in too 

| K * many 
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© tnany other Countries: They that . will may call 
it a Bleſeng and magnify the Indolence and Eaſe 
that are enjoy d under it; and they may appeal to 
: my to lraly, to Sweden, as Teſtimonies to it. 
* Bur others who look to the iſſue of Things, and 
have caſt up the Whole of the Account, and have 
< obferv'd how efieQually it has depopulated Na- 
tions and laid waſte flouriſhing Countries, and de- 
< firoy'd the very Vitals of Cuil Society, have not 
* doubted to eſteem and call a Devaſtation by Goth 
© and Vandals, the greater Bleſſing of the two. Nay, 
© this latter has {ſometimes proved a Bleſſing, when 
it has rous'd up the Sprzt of a Dead People, and 
left behind it excellent Models of Government. 
But the former, the more ſecure and the more 
undiſturbd it is, the more ignominious and the 
© more deſperate is the Condition of thoſe, who 
© are Chain d and Ferrerd in it, It is a Devaſtation 
© that conſumes in ſilence without Mercy and without 
End. Anſwer to the Conv. Repreſent. p. 268. 

Alas! this proceeds from our poor Worldly No- 
tions of Order, Decency, Rule, Subordination, Su- 
* periority aud Inferiority, as diſagreeable generally 
© ro the Will and Deſign of God and of Chriſt, as 
© the World itſelf, from which they are all taken. 
And when the Fancy of Men has indulg'd itſelf upon 
* this Head, it is found to be infinite, without Bounds 
© 2nd without End. In ſome Places, for Inſtance, 
* If all Chriſtians do not ſay Prayers at the ſame 
particular Minute, whenever that Warning is gi- 
ven them, whatever their Employment or Diſpo- 
* firion at that time be; It all do not Fa? and ab- 
* ſtain from Fleſh, at the ſame Time of the Year, 
and upon the ſame Days of the Week; if 
© ſome Congregations of Chriſtians commetnorate 
the Nativity or Reſurrection of Chriſt. or the 
* Martyrdom or good Actions of any Saint, on a 
* Day ditterent from others; or if ſome 1 

255 C "Nee 
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© knee! when others fland, or fland when others, 
« kneel, or are ſo Weak to ſcruple any thing, that 
others of a ſtronger make, can twallow-dnd digeſt 
without Feeling: All this, in all the infinite Va- 
© riety of it, is call d and judg'd as an Heinous and 
VUnpardonable Breach of the Order of Chriſt's 
Church. p. 282. 

It is plain, that Chriſt guards againſt no Exter- 
* nal Confuſion, which is the Effect of the Integrity, 
* Honeſty, and Sincerity of his Subjects. p. 289. 
They who fo frequently appeal to the Direction 
* of St. Paul, concerning Decency and Order in the 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, to argue for Submiſſion to 
© every thing order d by frail Men for the Decency 
and Beauty, or outward Pomp of Circumſtances 
* relating to the Manner of Form of Worſhipping 
God, and this in ſuch a manner as not to leave it 
to their own Judgments and their own Conſcien- 
* ces, may be ſure that they both forget the Points 
* to which He applied his Rule, and and grofly 
err both from the Deſign and the Spirit of the 
* Apoltle. p. 291. 

In theſe few Paragraphs may be ſeen at one 
View, the Sentiments of an Engliſh Biſhop upon 
an Eſtabliſoment, which he has bound himſelf 
by all the ties of Honour and of Conſcience to de- 
fend ; not but that he has interſpers d the ſame 
Tenets among the reſt of his worthy Labours with 
which he has lately ſo fatigued the Publick ; 
But here you have the Quinteſſence of his 
Principles drawn out in a very narrow Com- 
paſs, and may at once expreſs your Indigna- 
tion at the Conſequences that naturally ariſe 
from ſuch inflaming Doctrines. I preſume, 
dir, you now forgive me the Methods I 
K 2 have 
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Poſitions of. this Overſeer of our Church, and 


1 . 
1 

at « i 

: , 


The the DANGER of 


have made uſe of, to cenſure the Dangerous 


would pardon much more ſevere Rebukes than 
I have applied to Confute or to Chaſhſe his 
his Opinions. 


| The Concluſion. 


— no longer, Worſhipful Sir, a Deſire 
to employ your Patience upon this Occa- 

fion, but while I congratulate the good 
Fortune of the Presbytery of Scotland, whoſe 
Honour, I perceive, hoo been held ſacred and 
inviolable by ſome Gentlemen of the Engli/þ 
Communion, when at the ſame time, the very 
Vitali of that Church wherein they expect to 
be Saved, lay Breathleſs and Expiring : How- 
ever, I am far from deſpairing to be a living 
Evidence, when the Affairs of Religion in this 
Kingdom ſhall appear to ſome Perſons in a 
juſter Light; and when it ſhall be equally 
Criminal (modeſtly fpeaking) to inſult an Effa- 
bliſhment on this fide the Tweed, as on the 
other : But for fear of giving Offence, I for- 
bear indulging my felf in the comfortable Pro- 
ſpects I have of the S. Vility of the Church of 
England; ho, in my Opinion, is daily acquiring 
freth Vigour under the Adminiſtration of the 
prefent Powers, and will ſoon be in a State, where- 


il ; nin ſhe will be as able to deſpiſe, as ſhe will be 


N E 8 Ene nies. 


always ready to forgive the Outrages of her 


am 
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I am afraid, that whatever Apologies I may 
offer, I ſhall never be able to ſoften the Re- 
ſentments of ſome, whoſe Bigottry to the Pres- 
byterian Diſcipline will accept of no Atone- 
ment for the CharaQers J have given of the 
Scots Eſtabliſhment ; nor will it avail me any 
thing, to ſay, that I was led into thoſe Reflections 
by the Information of Hiſtories that ſpeak of the 
Conſtitution of that Church, and the Conduct 
of her Teachers; ſince they may deny me the 
Authority of my Hiſtorians, and require of me 
a Method of Evidence, wherein the Diftance 
of Place makes it impoſſible for me to acquit 
my ſelf, But as I am refolv'd, upon a Review, 
never to juſtify any Unchriſtian Bitterneſs of 
Expreſſion I may be guilty of; fo, I ingenuouſly 
own, that the Northern Kirk had been, for me, 
for ever undiſtur d, if ſhe had kept her Solemn 
League and Covenant within the Bounds of her 
own Juriſdiction, and not offer'd to infe& the 
preſent Eſtabliſoment of England with the Poi- 
ſon of it. Whatever the Defign may be, it is 
moſt certain, that the Scots Covenant has 
publickly and indefatigably diſpers'd of late 


3 1 * - Alt. 


* Scotch Presbyterian Eloquence. Communion Speeches. A. 
therford's Letters. Account 4 the preſent Perſecution of 8h 
Church in Scotland. Account of the late Eftabliſhment of Preſel 
byterian Government. A Sermon at the Opening of tbe 
of Lothain. Biſhop Bramhall's Warning to the Church of all 
gland. An dd of Uniformity, made as the Synod f 
The Charter of Fresbytery, GC. 1 
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— Enoland over, and every Year there has been 
i for new Inpreflons PLS 


. pon what foot the Security of the Church 
of Egland depends, upon this Account, I leave 
to the Reaſon of the wnbiaſs'd World to 
judge; eſpecially when it is obſerv'd, that the 
Diſſenting Miniſtry ſubſcribe to this Holy Cove- 
Fant when they are Ordam'd; and, if J can be- 
Neve my — it is made a Condition of 
Baptiſm in the Church of Scotland, which obli- 
ges every Parent at this Day, to engage that 


he will bring up his Child in the Doctrines of it. 


1 ſhall be ſo bold as to borrow a Paragraph 
or two, and let the unprejudic d part of Man- 
kind make the Application. | 


a 7 E, Cc. with our Hands /ifred wp to the 
* VV moſt high God, do ſwear, That we ſhall 
« {incerely, really — conſtantly, through the Grace 
© of God, endeavour, in our ſeveral Places and Cal- 
lings, the Preſervation of the Reformed Religion 
© in the Church of Scotland, in Doctrine, Worſhip, 
© Diſcipline and Government, againſt our Common 
* Enemies; The Reformation of Religion in the 
* Kindoms of Exęland and Ireland, in Doctrine, Wor- 
* ſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, according to 
the Word of God, and the Example of the belt 
© Reformed Churches ; ; And ſhall endeavour to bring 

the Churches of God in the Three Kingdoms to 


the neareſt ConjunQtion, and Uniſormity in Reli- 


© 2;0n, Confeſſion of Faith. Form of Church-Govern- 
ment, Directory for Worthip, and Catechizing : 
es That We, nary our Polterity alter us, may as = 
. " © en 


Church-Eftabliſhment, c. 7 
« thten live in Faith and Love, and the Lord may 
+ delight to dwell in the midſt of us. 


"24-4 


That we ſhall in like manner, without Reſpe 
of Perſons, endeavour the extirpation of Popery, 
* Prelacy, (that is, Church Government by Archbiſbops, 
* Byhops, their Chance/lors and Commiſſaries, Deans, 
* Deans and Chapters, Arch-Deacons, and all other 
© Fecleſtaſtical Officers depending on that Lierarchy 
* Superſtition, Hereſy, Schiſm, Profaneneſs, and 
* whatſoever - ſhall be found contrary to ſound Do- 
© trine and the Power of Godlineſs; left we par- 
© take in other Mens Sins, and thereby be in d 
© to receive of their Plagues, and that the Lord 
* may be Ore, and his Name One, in the Three 
_ © Kingdoms. 


Upon the Whole; the Cauſe, in whoſe De- 
fence I have offer'd my ſelf to the Publick, I 
truſt in God, will never make me Aſhamed; 
and I am perfectly ſatisfied in my own Breaſt, 
that I never defign'd the Advancement of this 
Glorious Cauſe, but by the ſtricteſt Rules of 

Lyalty and Religion: If J have been fo unfor- 
tunate as by a Quickneſs of Zeal, or by the 
Urgency of Provocations,to bring my ſelf with- 
in the Compaſs of the Laws, I lament the Ha- 
ſtineſs of my Temper, and hope, from the good 
Nature of Engliſh-men, that * an involuntary 
and undefioned Injury will be eaſily forgiven, 

+ ©© In Defence of any Doctrines or Poſiti- 
ons againſt Objections, every Writer in the 

“World, always claims the Common Right of 
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